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In fifty-five years, our ministry has touched many lives. It would be impossible to estimate 
the number of people who have been richly blessed by the staff and residents in our 
communities. So many people received care, and we regularly hear expressions of gratitude 
from their family members Then there are all the volunteers in over five decades! What 
would we have done without them? As CEO I have many opportunities to hear wonderful 
stories from so many people. We have a culture of caring, which is foundational to the 
legacy of our ministry. 

I recall one person who shared with me that in the late 1960’s while a student at Cincinnati 
Bible Seminary she volunteered to work in the kitchen at The Christian Village at Mt. 

Healthy (CVMH). Another past CBS student was a part of a college vocal ensemble that would visit CVMH to 
sing for the residents. Retired Christian Village at Mason Chaplain, Tom Moll, shared how as a young lad he and 
several boys in Boy Scout Troop 669 from White Oak Christian Church helped to greet guests and park cars 
the day that CVMH was dedicated in the 1960’s. There were young people in our early years, in church youth 
groups, who weeded flower beds or mowed the grass. We mustn’t forget the residents who regard their time in 
our communities as more than just a place to be, but a time for seizing opportunities to continue serving other 
residents, reading to them, taking them on wheelchair excursions outside in the warm sun and cool breeze. I 
could go on, but limited space constrains me.

These are more than just stories of activities and things 
done, for in far too many cases to be coincidental, 
the people sharing them, particularly the people who 
were young at the time of their experience with us, 
developed into Christian leaders, who touched others 
in the name of Christ. In some cases, they pursued 
vocational ministry or missions, and others became 
Christian leaders working in the marketplaces of 
America and beyond. It’s a blessing to contemplate 
the role that CVC may have played in the lives of so 
many, and this continues to occur each day.

“These are more than just stories of 

activities and things done, for in far 

too many cases to be coincidental, 

the people sharing them developed 

into Christian leaders, who touched 

others in the name of Christ.” 
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Recently as I walked to my car at The Christian Village 
at Mason (CVM), I heard someone say, “Excuse me, 
sir.” I looked up and saw an officer in a Warren County 
Ohio Sherriff’s patrol car. Naturally I wondered what on 
earth had happened and why the patrol car was on our 
campus. I introduced myself and the Deputy pointed to 
the gazebo at the edge of Shaffer Lake in our community, 
saying, “That gazebo was dedicated to my Grandma.” 
The beautiful gazebo the officer referenced was funded 
by the CVM gift shop inventory liquidation proceeds 
when it closed in 2009. It was later dedicated to long-
time volunteer gift shop manager, Shirley Glorius. It is 
named Glorius Gazebo. 

I learned that as a young boy Deputy Palmer worked in 
the gift shop with his grandma, and he recalled all the 
other “grandmas” at CVM who doted on him. He asked 
about one specifically, Mae Stephens, and wondered 
if she was still living. I shared that just the week before 
Mae had passed away in our nursing center. He recalled 
how he went up and down our halls and house to house 
delivering fliers to residents for his grandma, and recalled 
the “Beanie Baby craze” saying, “My Grandma was a 
marketing genius, and she could get her hands on what 
was hot at any given time. People from all over the area 
would come to that gift shop to buy Beanie Babies.” 
He summed up our conversation by saying that those 
childhood CVM experiences had a lasting impact on his 
life. With a sense of pride, I told him that he had inspired 
me with his story, how his connection with our ministry, 
our residents, including his grandma, had played a role 
in shaping his life into what he had become today, a 
strong young man, a civil servant who has dedicated his 
life in the service of others. I told him that his grandma 
would be so proud of him.

Legacy – it’s not something we think enough about. 
Especially our spiritual legacy. We tend to go about 
our days in the carrying out of our duties and living life 
focused on the tasks of the day or where we are going, 
without a thought about how each encounter is an 
opportunity to touch lives for Christ.

Let’s ask God to provide us with a greater awareness, to 
use every daily encounter with others, young and old, 
as an opportunity to make their day better, and to show 
them Christ by our example. We never know the impact 
that might have on their lives.

Top Picture: Deputy Palmer 
Bottom Picture: Deputy Palmer with his grandma in 
front of her home at CVM.
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Resident Spotlight
Roberta Jean Bullough From “Rigger” to Resident

By Julie Nagele, Executive Director, CVMH

Roberta Jean Bullough was born on August 7, 1927, in Crab Orchard, KY, 
one of five children born to Owen and Clara Clevenger. She was raised 
during the Depression, so times were tough, and Owen and Clara decided 
to move the family to Lockland, Ohio. Bertie (as many called her when 
she was younger) attended Lockland High School. After graduation, 
at her parents’ urging, Roberta attended beauty school. After that she 
worked as a beautician until the rise in popularity of home permanents 
caused many salons to close. Roberta wanted to move into a different 
field; after working a variety of jobs, she decided to join the Navy and 
see the world. 

After turning 21, Bertie went to boot camp in the Great Lakes, North 
of Chicago. While there, she qualified for and joined the drill team, a 
team that traveled all over the United States to perform in parades. This 
allowed Bertie to see the world. After boot camp, she went to school at 
the Naval Air Station in the Intro to Air Division in Memphis, TN. Roberta 
had done a lot of sewing, so she knew how to operate a sewing machine; 
this experience helped her go to the “Rigger” school in Lakehurst, NJ. 
She then qualified for the WAVES Department (Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service). Graduation from rigger school included 
a parachute jump using a “chute” that she had packed. Roberta was the 
second WAVE ever to jump and complete that task.

The next three years she maintained and repaired all kinds of survival 
equipment, including parachutes, emergency rafts, masks, seat belts, 
and shoulder harnesses. In the spring of 1950, the military decided that 
more women should be in this program, so they did a story on Roberta 
for use in recruitment. For an entire month, Newsreel featured a story 
about Roberta and her role as a parachute rigger. This played on every 
theater all over the United States.

Roberta greatly enjoyed her time in the military. She was able to 
accomplish things that most women were unable to at that time. Her time 
there allowed her to see the world and meet many wonderful people. 

In the early 1960’s, Roberta attended a tent meeting on the grounds of 
what would later become The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy. That day 
as Roberta heard the vision for a future Christian home for the aging, 
she made the determination she would live there when the time came. 
So, in 2013 Roberta moved to The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy. We’ve 
been blessed to have her as a resident ever since.
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A Partnership Results in 
Exciting Learning Opportunities

The Health and Wellness Speaking Series
By Lizz Stephens, VP of Marketing and Business Strategy

At Christian Village Communities, we are continually searching for ways to enhance 
the services we provide our residents to further enrich their lives. This includes sharing 
new and engaging information to help them manage their own healthcare. We also 
eagerly embrace collaboration opportunities to strengthen our relationships with 
other area healthcare providers. 

CVC President and CEO Larry Monroe met with Tom Daskalakis, Chief Administrative 
Officer at UC West Chester Hospital, and presented the idea of our two organizations 
partnering on this exciting endeavor. Mr. Daskalakis was thrilled with the idea and 

enthusiastically replied, “Consider West Chester Hospital and its physicians all in!”  Our management team 
worked with WCH to develop the details to bring WCH physicians to CVM as part of an ongoing series to deliver 
valuable content to our residents and the community from each physician’s area(s) of specialized medicine. 

The speaking series began in October and was a great success!  Residents and the greater community were 
invited to the Stone Center Auditorium for the first program “Joint Health” presented by Dr. Tonya Dixon, MD, 
a UC Health Orthopedic Surgeon.

In addition to performing patient consultations and surgical procedures at WCH, Dr. Dixon is the Assistant 
Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and is a member of the 
American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons, the J. Robert Gladden Orthopedic Society, and the Ruth Jackson 
Orthopedic Society. Dr. Dixon earned her medical degree from Meharry Medical College and completed 
her residency training at University of Cincinnati Medical Center, then went on to complete her fellowship at 
Massachusetts General Hospital.

Dr. Dixon’s presentation concluded with a time for questions and answers.

We look forward to our speaking series being a regularly scheduled event on our community activity calendar 
and plan to include doctors from other specialties such as cardiology, pulmonary, neurology, vascular, feet 
and ankle, general orthopedics, brain and spine, fall prevention, and many more.

For future speaking series dates or more information, please call (513) 701-3408 or email CVMmarketing@
christianvillages.org
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Christmas in July at 
The Christian Village at Mason

By Tracy Wolcott, Director of Community Life Services, CVM

Christmas doesn’t have to come just once a year. It can also come in July, when the weather outside is not 
so frightful and Jack Frost is nowhere to be found! In July it’s not even about the gifts, but about getting 
together and celebrating each other! Recently over one-hundred CVM Garden Home and Garden Apartment 
residents gathered in the Stone Center Auditorium, just loving being together! 

Our Christmas in July celebration was extraordinary in itself since it has been two and a half years since our 
residents have been able to mingle together. They were able to celebrate in the wondrous Stone Center. The 
stage was decorated with garland and red bows with a brightly lit decorated Christmas tree. Tables settings 
reflected the dichotomy of Christmas in July decorated in either a Christmas or beach theme. Table center 
pieces made of sand buckets, beach balls, snow and ornaments had the tables looking festive. Residents 
wore attire of their choosing, which included Hawaiian leis, bright colored sunglasses, and Christmas attire. 

Tables were full of smiling people as dinner, prepared by our own Dining Services staff, was served to all. 
To top it all off, decorated Christmas cookies were set on each table for dessert.

New Garden Home residents, Lowell and Sandy Bowie said, “It was a wonderful event! With only moving 
in three months prior, it was a pleasant and enjoyable time to meet other residents. The staff did a super 
job to make it all come together.” 

In addition to a marvelous meal, Santa Claus made a guest appearance and was available for picture taking. 
He also played a trivia game and gave out prizes to the winners. Lastly, musician Stacy Todd from the Van-
Dells topped off the night with a medley of Christmas songs along with songs from the 50’s -70’s. Several of 
the residents joined in singing and some even got up and danced! Christmas in July brought a special joy to 
our residents.
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Memorial and Honor Gifts
In Memory Of

Mary Abbott
 Louis & Wilma Kressin
 Herman & Nancy Samendinger
Alma “Clio” Adler
 Robert & Deborah Adler
Curt Arulf
 Nancy Arulf
John Bamber
 Ruth Ann Bamber
Frederick Bartholme
 Deanna Bartholme
 Timothy & Tonda DiPlacido
Thelma J. Beeson
 Anthony & Linda Beeson
Sam Beitler
 Christ’s Church at Mason
 Mark & Karen Gambill
 Rosena Hagee
 Louis & Wilma Kressin
 Tom & Kay Moll
Jan Bell
 Robert Dell
Donald Berhnardt
 Jennifer Moody
Alex Betley
 James & Sherry Betlej
Marion Bier
 Gregory and Mary Bier
Ray and Fern Brestel
 Dick & Jerilyn Clegg
Neil Carstons
 Joy Carstens
Frank Clayton
 Winifred Clayton
Luke & Marie Clayton
 Winifred Clayton
Ian Dasent
 Jeannie Dasent
Milton Dills
 Arthur & Betty Goerss
 Christina Landry
Claire Drennan
 Robert & Chris Braun
John & Alice Eger
 James & Linda Eger
John Eger
 James & Linda Eger

Lucille Eger
 James & Linda Eger
Robert Eger
 James & Linda Eger
Carol Evans
 Marilyn Buzza
 Charlotte Stiens
Edna Foertsch
 Robert & Carol Yung
Donald Fruechtemeyer
 Trudy Fruechtemeyer
Aileen Garcia
 Diann Blazer
 Charlotte Ourada
 White Oak Christian Church,
 Agapian Class
Karen Giar
 White Oak Christian Church, 
 Agapian Class
Christina “Tina” Gibson
 David & Dawn Fox
 Kenneth & Joy Page
 Bernard & Mary Ellen Pappas
 Annette Rossio
 Jerold & Judith Stodden
John Gillum
 Shelby Gillum
Shirley Glorius
 Sylvia Wagner
Tressie Mae Gray
 Danny Gray
Donald Griffin
 Audrey Griffin
Donna Hanaford
 Dan & Lee Ann Millisor
Robert Hastings
 Myron & Joyce Leistler
Ronald Henderson
 Esther Henderson
Earl & Betty Holbrook
 Robert & Sylvia Miner
Donald Huber
 Jacquelin Balser
 Robert J. Chapman
 Michael Cooper
 Mardelle Gundlach
 David & Delores Howard
 James & Vendela Howell
 Lucille Jent
 Larry & Kathleen Kissel

 David & Elaine McCoy
 David & Mildred Merkel
 Charlotte Ourada
 Laverne Schibi
 Frank Schuster
 Charles & Mary Ann Sparenberg
 Carmella Walsh
 White Oak Christian Church, 
 Homebuilders ABF
Marjorie Isaacs
 Sylvia Wagner
Robert A. Johnson
 Wilbur & Phyllis Dils
George & Henrietta Kehler
 William Kehler
Della Kelly
 Nora & Dallas Kelly
Elaine Kennedy
 Marilyn Buzza
 Joyce Drake
 Trudy Fruechtemeyer
 Louis & Wilma Kressin
 Herbert & Dianne Schneider
 Charlotte Stiens
Judy Kimmey
 Vicki Kimmey
William Knaebel
 Robert Grundhoefer
Norma Kraus
 Carol & Carroll Baker
Patricia Kuhn
 Peggy Warner
Paul Lahmann
 Kathryn Briggs
Billie Lake
 Anonymous
 Christ’s Church at Mason
 Joyce Drake
 Rosena Hagee
 Joanne Hensley
 Herbert & Dianne Schneider
Vivian Lowe
 Tom & Doris Bedinhaus
 Christian Village at Mt. Healthy 
 Gift Shop
 Norman & Rosemary Loos
 Robert & Sharon Rolfes
Henry & Imogene McAdams
 Dan & Sherry Johnson  
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Anita McMillan
 Marilyn Buzza
 William & Martha Mendez
 Julia Sprong
Charles McNutt
 Yolanda Carter
 Sherri Gordon
 Sarah Mayes
 Darla Piepmeier
Mildred Meckley
 Mildred Meckly Living Trust
Virginia Melvin
 Patricia Dillon
Bernard Mersch
 Bernadine Stone
Dorothy Mersch
 Bernadine Stone
Aelred Meyer
 Patrick Esser
 Robert & Debra Koenke
 Frank & Connie St. Charles
 Monica Wilson
Mary Ruth Millisor
 Dan & Lee Ann Millisor
Arleen Moeller
 Eileen Kamp
 Joan Yates
Edith Moorehead
 Robert Moorehead
Bert & Pat Morris
 Barbara Wood
Ivan Morse
 Evangeline Morse
Topsy New
 Arnold & Mona Burge
 Betty Overstreet
Lloyd Omps
 Gertrude Omps
Our Parents
 Harold & Ellen Mains
Shirley Phillips
 Richard & Lydia Coyle
David Pohl
 Nancy Skirvin
Lila Ransdell
 Joyce Drake
 Robert & Sylvia Miner
Walt Reuter
 Christian Feichtner

 Denise Gilreath
 Linda Heinmeyer
 Susan Holzen
 Pat Johnston
 Dale & Barbara King
 Walter Lohner
 Gregory & Eileen Snider
 Angie Sparks
 Jeffrey Wiliams
 Joyce Williams
Richard & Betty Richter
 Anonymous
Mary Ann Rodgers
 Dan & Ann Gezymalla
Harry Rohde
 Mark Rohde
Lena Rowe
 Steve & Karen Statzer
Robert Ruble
 Jim & Cynthia Spicer
Ivy Scheffel
 Kenneth Scheffel
Edna Schotter
 Diane Laffin
 Thomas O’Hare
Judith Schmeling
 Louis & Wilma Kressin
Vera Shipley
 Gerald Shipley
Jacob Stap
 Leonard & Nancy Kunz
 Brian & Elizabeth Morehouse
 Alan & Madeline Spencer
 Margaret (Jean) Stap
 Barry & Melinda Twomey
 Sue Vogt
Jewel Statzer
 Steve & Karen Statzer
Mae Stephens
 Herman & Nancy Samendinger
 Joseph Stephens
Sam & Gwen Stone
 Virginia Taylor
Sam Stone
 Robert & Cynthia Orndorff
 Jacquelin Steelman
James Suer
 Bonnie Brockert
 Kerry Brown

 Marilyn Buzza
 Robert & Patricia Carovillano
 Teri Corbett
 Stacey Gill
 Dianna Kenneally
 William & Martha Mendez
 David & Mildred Merkel
 Annette Reamer
 Shirley Russell
 Susan Schipper
Loren Swedburg
 Alan & Jean Weber
Rita Tenkman
 Don & Pam Mortimer
Barbara Thacker
 Michael Stock
Arvilla Thornbury
 Coletta Valentine
Norma Tucker
 David & Maxine Tucker
William Turnau
 Gail Turnau
James Van Buren
 Myron & Joyce Leistler
Ida Vaught
 William & Betty Krumpe
Donald Venseret
 Bette Venseret
Paul Vidourek, Sr.
 Paul Vidourek
Robert C. Wagner
 Diane Newport
Max Walker
 Blanche Walker
Howard & Margaretha Warner
 Howard & Judy Warner
Donald & Anna White
 Tom & Rhonda White
Jacqueline Wilson
 Imperial Builders, Inc. 
Marvin “Ray” Wilson
 William & Marion Fotheringham
 Julia Sprong
Marian Young
 Allison Bradle
 Burke & Schindler, PLL
 David & Pam Harwood
 Robert & Mary Ann Plagge

Gifts Given January 1 – July 31, 2022
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Memorial and Honor Gifts
  In Honor of
Terri Burkhardt
 Pat & Marilyn Larrick
Barbara Cottrell
 Jack & Barbara Cottrell
Dr. Charles H. Eger
 Robert & Linda Eger
 David & Mildred Merkel
William & Marion Fotheringham
 Terri Baroch
Helen J. Fry
 Lawrence & Joyce Kent
Jean Geist
 Edward Schwaegerle
Steve Henderson
 Adena Road Church of Christ

Richard Kowalewski
 Richard & Sandra Tremblay
Ralph E. Massmann
 Barbara Murray
Tom & Kay Moll
 George & Elaine Breuer
 George & Deborah Cunningham
 Robert & Linda Eger
 Gloria Hopkins
 Barbara Pettyjohn
 Julia Sprong
Ken & Jane Morris
 Michael & Jennifer Morris
Doris E. Odor
 Richard & Nancy Shonkwiler
Marlene Parrott
 Diane & Gary Archer

David S. Phillips
 Richard & Lydia Coyle
Steven Pollock
 Roger & Patricia Pollock
 Billy & Glenda Spears
David H. Ray
 George & Elaine Breuer
Tim & Amy Russell
 James & Mary Sue Jones
Shirley Schira
 Jeffrey & Lynn Bronner
Neil Stacy
 Robert & Neil Stacy
William & Geri Stauter
 Dale & Elizabeth Howell
Blanche Walker
 Robert & Mary Holmes
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Young and Old Meet at 
The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy

By Julie Nagele, Executive Director, CVMH

The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy is fortunate to have Mt. Healthy High School located 
directly behind the Village. That proximity has facilitated a wonderful partnership between 
our Dining Service Department and the school. Nikeisha Brooks, counselor at Mt. Healthy 
High School, recommends students who exemplify quality traits that are a good match for 
employment, and we’ve been able to hire several students to serve in the dining room.

Currently we have six students from the high school working with us. One of them, 
Shanden Wilkinson, has this to say about working at CVMH, “The part I love most about my job is interacting with 
the residents. The residents always have a lot of advice and stories for me and make my job very enjoyable. The 
staff is very understanding . . . and teach you a lot of skills that I find will be useful for my future.”

One additional hope in this partnership is that students who experience working in our community may develop 
aspirations toward a career in senior services and healthcare, and may someday become future nurses, nurse 
aids, or work in some other capacity in our ministry.

Along with Shanden, we are pleased to have Calvin Todd, Marquia Jones, Jahnae Mathis, Kelijahna Sanders, and 
Keziya Smith on our team. We are looking forward to continuing this partnership with Ms. Brooks and the students 
at Mt. Healthy High School.



9.

Team Spotlight
We welcome Tracey Bray to Christian Village Communities in the position of Vice 
President of Human Resources. Tracey joined the organization September 12 and 
will provide executive oversight for both The Christian Village at Mason and The 
Christian Village at Mt. Healthy.

Tracey has over 20 years of Human Resource leadership experience in the 
industry of senior services and healthcare. She holds a Bachelor of Business 
Administration Degree from Ohio University. 

Welcome, Tracey!

We are pleased to announce the promotion of Ben Montoney to Assistant 
Maintenance Manager. Our readers may recall that Ben was featured in the spring 
issue of the Connection newsletter for his 18 years of service to The Christian 
Village at Mason, and the fact that in those years he went from washing dishes 
in the kitchen to wait staff in the dining room, to maintenance staff, to entering 
tech school to become the HVAC Mechanical Technician. Ben joined CVM in 
June of 2004.

This promotion is again recognition for Ben’s hard work and dedication to his job 
and is a testament both to his ability to grow in his career and to CVC’s commitment 
to promote from within. Congratulations, Ben!

Thank You, Skylar!
The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy team greatly enjoyed having Skylar Teneover 
intern with us this past summer. Skylar is a student at Ohio University College of 
Health and Science majoring in Health Services Administration and minoring in 
Business Administration. Skylar spent 8 weeks serving in a variety of roles, both 
learning about and contributing to the work. 

Skylar spent most of her time shadowing the Executive Director but also spent 
some time with each department. Always ready to jump in with both feet to help, 
Skylar assisted with organizing data, conducting audits, serving resident meals, 
and assisting with resident activities. She also helped with marketing events and 
enjoyed attending a variety of meetings. Skylar was instrumental with writing 
a grant for the facility and helped to launch our TELS system for maintenance 
paperless work orders.

The residents grew close to Skylar and always looked forward to seeing her. They and the entire CVMH 
team will miss Skylar and wish her all the best in her future adventures. 



Night of Stars
On September 15, Christian Village Communities hosted the inaugural Night of Stars Banquet in the Stone 
Center Auditorium.  The Night of Stars recognizes our incredible team members for extraordinary performance 
in carrying out the mission of Christian Village Communities.  Were it not for the over 400 dedicated team 
members who deliver unprecedented quality care and attend to the needs of the over 650 residents and 
patients we serve, there would be no Christian Village at Mason and Christian Village at Mt. Healthy.  

Prior to the event, managers at both communities were asked to nominate team members they considered to 
be among the “Stars” in their departments.  Stars are considered individuals who are deeply compassionate 
in the way they deal with and regard others.  They have an ability to live out the heart and soul of our mission 
in the execution of their job responsibilities.  They treat people in ways that truly demonstrate they care.  
Five well-deserving team members from each community were selected to be honored at the Night of Stars.  

The response was overwhelming with tickets selling out quickly.  In addition, many business partners were 
eager to be part of the event by being a sponsor or donating goods or services in support.  

The night was extraordinary.  After President and CEO Larry Monroe welcomed all attendees and Stars, an 
elegant dinner was served followed by the awards ceremony, when each Star was presented with a beautiful 
award.  One very special part of the evening was a video capturing each Star’s work-life, as well as an interview 
with the Star. The audience was able to learn about the Stars’ stories and understand more fully what earned 
each one the distinction of Star.  

We look forward to the Night of Stars becoming an annual event, providing opportunities for even more team 
members to be honored and celebrated.
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“Stars are considered individuals who are deeply compassionate in the way 
they deal with and regard others. They have an ability to live out the heart 

and soul of our mission in the execution of their job responsibilities.”



Tammy Flint
Housekeeping

Sherrie Grubb
Social Services

Rozina Malik 
Life Enrichment

Jasmine Lishey
STNA

Alperina Hellan
Dietary Services

Sue Jones
STNA

Becky Sergent
STNA

Inez Padmore
Dietary Services

Angie Schwartz
STNA

Jay Puckett
Maintenance

The Christian Village at Mason Honorees

The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy Honorees

11.
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Christian Village Communities to 
Form Hospice Subsidiary

Expanding the Continuum of Care at CVC

By Heather Carter, LNHA, LSW. Assistant Administrator/Director of Social Services

The Christian Villages at Mason and 
Mt. Healthy show commitment to our 
residents and families daily.   We serve 
our residents through difficult days 
and health challenges.  We watch our 
residents, patients, and their families 
as they journey through rehab experiences, long-term care needs, and end of life.  
We build relationships with those we serve, and they build a trust in our staff and the 
mission of our ministry.

Our mission statement is “Care is the heart and soul of everything we do, being devoted to maintain the 
highest standards of expertise and service in health and wellness and being committed to serving each 
person as though they were our own family, with love, compassion and excellence.”  

Hospice is a philosophy to provide comfort care for residents who are experiencing serious illness, may 
choose to stop certain treatments or acknowledge that their illness is not responding to medical attempts for 
cure.  It is not just about end-of-life care.  Hospice philosophy provides quality of care, dignity, and comfort. 

With our mission in mind and the understanding 
that conversations of engaging hospice services 
for our residents as they journey toward comfort 
care and end-of-life are difficult, we are confident 
that having hospice as part of the CVC services 
will only enhance the level of care provided to 
both our residents, patients, and families. 

Mid-year 2021 we initiated a task force to help guide and implement a hospice program for our campuses.  
We have reviewed feasibility, attended hospice training programs, and collaborated with hospice consultants.  
Our team is currently focusing on specific details to complete policies and procedures and apply for Ohio 
licensure and Medicare certification.  With the addition of a Hospice Clinical Director, we anticipate continued 
progress with the necessary steps to gain licensure and begin enrolling residents that choose our Christian 
hospice program to guide them and their families with continued care at end of life. 

We look forward to watching the launch and growth of our hospice program. The benefit that a hospice program 
will provide our residents and families truly speaks to our mission, our love and compassion for those we 
serve.  

“Hospice as part of the CVC services 

will only enhance the level of care 

provided to both our residents, 

patients, and families.” 
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Gifts of Estate and the MRD
By Larry Monroe, CEO

As I speak with our donors, I occasionally hear them say that they wish they could do more in support of our 
ministry. I appreciate the comment and understand where they are coming from. Taking care of oneself and 
sustaining a daily living requires resources, and just about everything we buy now costs more than we can recall 
it did in recent history. One way to do more for a ministry we support without costing us anything now is to plan 
a gift of estate for when we no longer need financial resources. I recall a couple who recently shared with me 
that our ministry was in their estate for a considerable amount of its net value. They then asserted, “Our goal 
is to die rich!” What a precious thing to say.

Occasionally we receive notification from an attorney informing us of an estate gift. If I am not familiar with the 
deceased’s name, I wonder about the connection. What’s the story of our shared journey? How did our ministry 
touch their life? Did we care for a family member, a friend, a minister, or missionary they knew?

Giving to the CBA Foundation by planning now for a gift of estate continues your giving legacy beyond your 
lifetime. I invite you to become a Legacy Donor today by including Christian Village Communities in your estate 
planning.

Another additional form of giving that many donors overlook is the direct gifting of a MRD (Minimum Required 
Distribution) from an IRA or Employer Sponsored Retirement Plan to a qualified not-for-profit. In some cases, 
the income from these required withdrawals is not really needed, and in those instances, it just adds to taxable 
income. By rolling these distributions directly to a 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit organization such as Christian Village 
Communities, a significant gift is provided to the ministry and the donor avoids the tax on the withdrawal. See 
your financial advisor or tax consultant for assistance with these gift transfers.

If you would like additional information about how to accomplish a legacy gift of estate or to accomplish a gift 
of MRD income, please email me at larry.monroe@christianvillages.org or call me at 513-701-3448.
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New Directors Join the CBA Board
Jon McCann
Jonathan McCann retired in 2015 after 28 years with Johnson Investment Counsel. 
Prior to that he was associate minister of Mt. Washington Church of Christ (now 
Parkside Christian Church). He is a graduate of Cincinnati Christian University (AB 
and MDiv) and the University of Cincinnati (MBA). He and his wife Kathy are members 
of West Side Church of Christ in Lebanon, OH. They have three children and four 
grandchildren. 

Jon has served on the boards of Beech Acres Parenting Center, Council on Aging of 
Southwest Ohio, Atrium Medical Center Foundation, Ohio Valley Goodwill, Warren 

County Foundation, Cincinnati Opera Association, CBA Foundation for the Aging, and Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra. In the past he was an elder at Christ’s Church at Mason.

Scott Sims
Scott Sims is Managing Director and Senior Wealth Advisor for Mariner Wealth 
Advisors. He was the founder and CEO of The Pinnacle Group, which on September 
24, 2021, became part of Mariner Wealth Advisors.

Prior to founding Pinnacle, Scott spent 15 years in executive level positions with 
leading banking, investment banking and international consulting firms.  That financial 
acumen and consulting experience has proven to be a valuable resource to the 
business owners and professionals he now advises.                             
                                                                                                        
Scott is securities and insurance licensed, and his educational experience includes 

a BBA in accounting and an MBA in finance.  He is an active leader in his church, has coached and mentored 
teens for 25 years, and has led relief efforts to poverty-stricken areas of Mexico and Nairobi, Kenya.  

Scott and his wife Kim are blessed with five children and eight grandchildren.  They love to travel and play 
golf when not enjoying the activities of their children and grandchildren. 

A Remarkable Milestone
By Shannon Bryant, CVMH Director of Life Enrichment and Chaplain Jon Underwood, CVMH

Ruth Warner became a resident at The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy on August 15, 
2018. She had just celebrated her 99th birthday five days earlier. Ruth remains active 
at the Village, especially enjoying visits with her son Tom and weekly zoom calls with 
her longtime friend Katherine. Ruth seems to take it all in stride, but we recognize 
what a remarkable woman she is. Imagine the life she must have lived, seeing the 
vast changes in our world over the past century. So, when her 103rd birthday rolled 

around on August 10, the CVMH staff were determined to honor her, to make sure she knew how special 
she is. Nesha, in the Life Enrichment Department, tremendously enjoyed surprising Ruth with a party. Staff 
members from all over the building came to her floor to wish Ruth a happy birthday. You could tell by the 
smile on her face that she felt special and well-loved. Happy 103rd Birthday, Ruth! 
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New Nurse Aid Training Program a Success
CVC Develops A Nurse Aide Training and 

Competency Evaluation Program

By Susan Myers, Vice President of Health Services, Compliance and Analytics

The severe workforce shortages impacting health systems around the country are 
not subsiding. Throughout post-acute care and throughout the nation we have 
been struggling to find and hire skilled, state-trained nursing assistants (STNAs). 

In August of 2021 we began investigating the creation of our own Nurse Aide 
Training and Competency Evaluation Program (NATCEP) to attract students to our 
community and provide the training needed to pass the state licensing test. Not 
long after, we immediately began development of our own NATCEP.

In September of 2021 I, along with Lilly Maurath, LPN/STNA Success Coach, and Shannon Honchul, RN, 
both from The Christian Village at Mason attended the NATCEP Train the Trainer Program in Lima, Ohio. This 
course prepared Lilly and Shannon as Primary Instructors and me as the Program Coordinator. The Christian 
Village at Mt. Healthy soon hired LPN Jaimie Glancey as that community’s STNA Success Coach. Jamie 
had previously taught the NATCEP classes as a Primary Instructor at the local Butler Tech career school.

Building the program required a great deal of work 
gathering recommended books, videos, and other 
resources to develop the daily course work using 
the content curriculum from the Ohio Department of 
Health standards and guidelines. Soon the classroom 
equipment and clinical materials were purchased for 
skill testing. We also registered with D&S Diversified 
Technology to have the test administered in our 
own work location. We felt this would be an added 
benefit for the students to test in the environment 
where they had trained.

The goal was to complete the application for the program in April 2022 and offer our first class in early fall. 
Application was submitted in April 2022, and we were approved. The first NATCEP class took place June 
13-29. Eight caregivers were hired for the first class. Six of those caregivers participated in the 75-hour 
course. Four students passed our NATCEP course and three of those students passed the state test and 
are currently working in our communities. 

Our next class is scheduled for February 6. We are currently hiring caregivers to work in our healthcare 
location with basic training for four months prior to participating in the NATCEP class. 

Developing our own NATCEP course has been a success, and it will help us recruit quality team members 
and have a positive impact on the staffing shortages we have been experiencing for the last few years.

“Developing our own NATCEP 

course has been a success, and 

it will help us recruit quality 

team members.” 
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Stone Center Auditorium Update
Nearing the Finish Line

Since its Dedication in December of 2021 the Stone 
Center has become an expanded Sunday morning 
Worship space and a bustling venue for concerts, 
banquets, and other events such as resident meetings. 
Residents also enjoy the Gathering Place, the 1,200 
square foot foyer and pre-event space just outside 
the main auditorium where they can enjoy a cup of 
coffee, read a book, or relax with some ice cream. The 
Stone Center is a wonderful enhancement to resident 
life at The Christian Village at Mason. 

In October our sights turned toward finishing our 
fundraising campaign. We began the project with 
a commitment that we would not incur any debt to 
build it. Just over $2.6M had been raised toward the 
$2.9M total construction budget. With just $300,000 
remaining, the finish line was in sight. 

In a gesture of support and appreciation for the 
fundraising success we have had thus far, the CBA 
Board of Directors issued a challenge; a $150,000 
matching gift. We chose October as the month to 
take on the board’s challenge, to do our very best 
to raise at least $150,000 to qualify for 100% of the 
matching funds.

Chaplain David Ray planned a special sermon series for 
Sunday morning worship during the month of October, 
entitled Raising the Capstone. At the conclusion of the 
service on October 30 the offerings and pledge cards

were tallied and added to gifts received earlier 
throughout the month. At the conclusion of the sermon 
CEO Larry Monroe took the stage to announce the 
grand total of giving for the month of October. The 
total amount raised was $150,013, which became 
$300,013 with the matching funds! One resident in 
attendance that Sunday morning shared the following 
words of celebration.

“The last Sunday of October was a glorious day! The light 
in our place of worship was brighter than ever; the stained-
glass windows glowed with what seemed to be the glory 
of the presence of God. As it was in the days of Zachariah, 
the capstone was put in place. The Stone Center was paid 
for! People had given generously, some sacrificially, and 
all with Joy. The Lord had heard the prayers of His people 
and answered with the same words He uttered long ago: 
“Not by might or by power, but by my Spirit.” Songs of joy 
and gratitude were sung. Heads were bowed in prayer. 
And God’s people gave Him the glory.”

Many thanks go out to every person who prayerfully 
and financially partnered with us on this journey. 
In the very beginning of the campaign, we went to 
God with a huge need. He answered those prayers 
through the faithful and steadfast prayerful and 
financial support of His people. 

The theme of the Stone Center dedication service 
on December 5, 2021, was To God Be the Glory. May 
it always be so! 
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Every Life Has a Story

17.

By Chaplain David Ray, CVM

Every life has a story, and I have the wonderful privilege 
of hearing many through my work as a chaplain. When I 
first came to this role, I invited our residents to come and 
tell me their stories, and many did. Others have waited for 
a personal invitation during a more private conversation. 
And some stories, regretfully, come only after the end 
of someone’s life, when I talk with family and friends to 
prepare a funeral celebration. I always wish I had known 

the fuller story of people’s lives before, rather than after, they are gone. 

Our stories define us. They help us better understand and appreciate each 
other. Where a person was born, what their families were like, where they went 
to school, what subjects they most enjoyed, how they met a future spouse, what 
career paths they chose, their favorite vacation spots, how many children or 
grandchildren they’ve gained, what hobbies or books give them pleasure, how 
they came to faith, and what have been their greatest hopes and passions. I can 
never hear too much of a person’s story. And to be honest, I have never heard a 
boring story told by any of our Village residents. Every story is a treasure.

I went into one of our nursing units not long ago to share a devotion, but told the 
residents, all quietly gathered around a long activity table, that what I wanted 
to do that day was not so much talk to them, but listen, to hear them tell me 
something I did not know about them. They were a bit bashful at first, and I 
wondered if they might be having trouble remembering. But each voice, with a 
little prompting, began to spill out tidbits of hidden things—at least unknown to 
me, and apparently also to others who had been living with them for some time. 

There were proud and colorful stories about being schoolteachers, executive 
secretaries, mothers and grandmothers, an engineer and soldier, a salesperson, 
and more. There were memories about places visited, homes in which they had 
lived, spouses, health challenges faced, joys celebrated. And each revelation 
sparked not only my interest, but that of all those around the table. When I asked 
about things they most enjoyed, one resident surprisingly stated, in a wistful 
way, that she had loved “romantic get-aways.” Everyone smiled a bit at that one.

When all the sharing ended—which took some time—we were a different gathering. 
We all knew more about each other, and it felt good to share. I even revealed 
some unknown things to them about my life, too. 

We closed things out by listening to, and singing, an old hymn of the church: 
“Tell Me the Story of Jesus.” That’s really what the four Gospels are in our New 
Testament, stories about Jesus and all the others He met along His way. I know 
about who Jesus is by reading His stories. And it is also how we come to know 
the most about each other. Every life has a STORY. 
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Thoughts on Marriage. And Shoes.
By Doug Waters, Guest Columnist

There’s so much to love 
about a long-lasting marriage. 
As Amanda and I approach 
our 40th anniversary, we 
marvel at how much personal 
history we’ve shared; how 
we’ve grown; how we’ve 
worked through the ups and 

downs of marriage to build something special. 

We also marvel at the memories. In fact, when I think 
back to those early days …

It was 1984. We had been married for all of one 
week, and we were unloading the moving truck at 
our first apartment. A box the size of an old console 
TV came off the truck. It had one word written on 
the side: “Shoes.”

I chuckled and pointed to the enormous box. “What’s 
in that box?” I said. Amanda shot me a look that 
seemed to say, “Oh no, I’ve married a man who can’t 
read.” Then she pointed to the writing on the side 
and said, “Shoes?” 

“Well, I know it says shoes,” I said. “But there must 
be more than that in there.”

“No, just shoes,” she said.

I still didn’t quite believe it. As a young man, I owned 
four pairs of shoes: dress shoes, casual shoes, tennis 
shoes, golf shoes. What else is there? But when we 
unloaded that box, sure enough, it had nothing but 
shoes! I was stunned, but wisely said no more about it.

A couple of days later, we prepared to go out for 
dinner. My goal was to leave as quickly as possible 
so we could eat as soon as possible. I paced like a 
caged animal waiting for Amanda to finish getting 
ready. Soon she emerged from the bedroom. YES! 
I thought to myself. We can leave to eat! But then I 
glanced down and noticed her feet: they sported one 
red shoe and one white shoe. “So, this is why she has 
so many shoes,” I thought to myself, but said nothing.

“OK, tell me what you think,” she said.  “Which one 
looks better. Red, or white.” As she called out each 
color, she alternated raising the other foot out of view. 
“Red, white,” she continued.

As I sat there watching my bride doing her unwitting 
impersonation of a flamingo, two thoughts ran through 
my head. “Man, I’m hungry,” and, “What does she 
want me to say?” I quickly formulated the perfect 
new-husband answer. For a moment I even forgot 
how hungry I was. “Honey, on you, either one looks 
beautiful!” Yes, a truly magnificent answer.

But, without hesitation, she said, “Oh, that’s no help. 
Which one do you like better?” Having had my one 
and only answer tossed aside like an empty peanut 
shell, I didn’t know where else to turn. She kept asking, 
I kept shrugging, and we both got pretty frustrated.

After our many years together, Amanda and I are so 
grateful that we took seriously the fact that, in God’s 
eyes, marriage is sacred. We’re glad that we persevered 
through the rough spots that any marriage encounters, 
because the rewards of a long-term marriage are great 
indeed. As Iron sharpens iron, Proverbs says, so man 
sharpens man. And so husband and wife make each 
other better. Through the good and bad, happy and 
sad, funny and tragic, what a blessing to go through 
it all with a committed companion. 

That includes the Great Shoe Encounter from week 
two of our marriage! Are you wondering how that 
turned out? 

About a week later, we once again were headed out 
to dinner. I got ready and began to pace. Amanda 
walked out and once again, she wore one red shoe 
and one white shoe. (Different styles, same colors). 
She said, “Want to tell me which one you like better?” 

This time, I was ready. “Sure!” I said enthusiastically. 
She happily began her flamingo dance – red, white; 
red, white. I knew exactly what to do. When she paused 
from alternating between colors, I stroked my chin, 
furrowed my brow, and said, “Let me see them again.”

Her eyes lit up at that, and she showed me again. After 
a few more seconds of careful thought, I slapped my 
hand on my thigh and said, with utter conviction, “The 
red one. I like the red shoe. That’s the one. Definitely, 
wear the red shoe.”

“Aww,” she said. “I liked the white one.”
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One Life Well-Lived
A Farewell Tribute to CVM Resident Ralph Massman

December 17, 1925 - August 24, 2022

Ralph E. Massmann was a man who loved Jesus. He was an 
example of humility, kindness, patience, faithfulness, love, and 
joy. Following his service in the US Navy Ralph became a US 
Postal Service mail carrier for 27 years.  As a mail carrier, he 
walked most of his route and he knew his customers.  If he 
ran into one somewhere and didn’t remember their name, he 
could recall them by their home address.  After retiring from 
the USPS, Ralph and Marion were eager to travel and went on 
57 cruises, traveling all over the world.

Ralph and Marion were charter members at Bridgetown Church 
of Christ in Cincinnati.  He served as a deacon, elder, youth 
group leader, and mission committee chairperson. Ralph and 
Marion were married 67 years and then moved to The Christian 
Village at Mason (CVM) in 2008. Marion passed away on August 
24, 2014.

At CVM Ralph always looked for ways to volunteer.  He enjoyed 
calling Bingo for the residents, setting up for the resident 
monthly birthday lunches, greeting people as they came to 
chapel. During the Covid-19 he volunteered to sort the mail 
because the postal carriers were not allowed to enter the CVM 
building. He once again became a mail carrier.

Ralph loved baseball and the Cincinnati Reds. He was honored 
in 2022 at a Reds game as a recipient of the Mission BBQ 
Company’s Ford Oval of Honor. The day started with a ceremony 
where veterans shared their military service.  In the second inning 
of the game Ralph’s image was displayed on the jumbotrons, and 
his name and military service announced on the loudspeakers. 

Ralph will be remembered for many things, among them being 
that he was an example of someone who moved to a retirement 
community not to just slow down and quit at life, but to find 
opportunities to positively impact the lives of others. Although 
he has passed from this world, Ralph’s legacy lives on.

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! 

You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge 

of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ ”

Matthew 25:21 NIV
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