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Connection
A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
Larry Monroe

The Towel on the Mantel

Over the mantel of the fireplace in the front room of the Healthcare Center at The Christian
Village at Mason is an oil painting depicting Christ washing the feet of His disciples. (John
13:1-17) On the mantel is a clay water vessel, a replica of what might have been used in
the first century region of the Holy Land. Draped over the vessel is a nondescript, rather
drab looking towel.
One day a visitor to our Mason campus stood in the front room and was heard to say
something to the effect, “Who left that old towel on the fireplace mantel?”
Standing close by this visitor was one of our long-term Garden Home residents. Upon
overhearing the gentleman’s comment, the resident gently said, “The towel wasn’t left there by mistake. It’s
there intentionally as a visual from the painting. It’s there to remind us that The Christian Village at Mason exists
to serve others, just as Jesus did and commanded us to do.”
Towels are at work every day in every area of our
“Speak to our team members and
community. A Nurse Aid wipes perspiration from
the brow of a resident, while in another room her you will soon discover that behind the
coworker gently dabs the chin of a resident, guiding towels, behind the physical tasks that
his trembling hand as he eats his lunch. A member of
the maintenance team wipes a mess from a hallway make up each workday is a heart for
floor, as housekeepers clean resident rooms, dust serving our residents.”
the furniture and handrails. A young, part-time high
school student readies the dining room tables and chairs by wiping them down with disinfectant, attending to
the finishing touches for the noon meal. She wants everything to be more than just ready for her residents; she
wants it to be just right.
Speak to our team members and you will soon discover that behind the towels, behind the physical tasks that
make up each workday is a heart for serving our residents. Some will eagerly share that what keeps them
dedicated to their job is their residents. Yes, they refer to them as THEIR residents.
Never has this dedication to serving our residents been more on display than during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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At various times we have had several positive cases of the virus present in different areas of our communities.
Our team members put their own health on the line each day. This selfless act of service is what our ministry
is all about. It is what the towel on the mantel represents.
It is my hope that you will be inspired and encouraged by this issue of the Connection. In this issue we
feature several of our team members, some new to the organization and some recently promoted from other
internal positions. I am pleased to lead an organization that believes in and advocates for providing growth
opportunities for staff through promotions from within our own ranks.
In this issue you will read about Tom Moll’s retirement from the Chaplaincy and Steve Henderson’s retirement
from the position of Director of Church Relations. Both of these men served us well and we wish them much
happiness as they continue to live for Christ. A featured article is the exciting ribbon cutting ceremony and
dedication service for the Stone Worship Center and Auditorium, open now for morning worship each Sunday.
We are so pleased to have this beautiful facility in honor of Sam and Gwen Stone. Thank you to every donor
who has helped us raise over $2.6M of the needed $2.9M for the Stone Center. My hope is that you will
continue in your support and invite others to join us on this journey to finish our campaign by raising the
remaining $300K to achieve our final goal.
We are grateful for all who stand with us in prayerful and financial support. We covet your continued prayers
as we nourish a culture of caring with the same love and compassion Jesus demonstrated as He knelt with
a basin of water and a towel.

Heather Carter Promoted at
CVM Healthcare Center
We are pleased to share the promotion of Heather Carter to Assistant
Administrator (LNHA), for The Christian Village at Mason Healthcare Center.
In addition to this new role, Heather will continue in her leadership post as
Director of Social Services.
Heather celebrated her 20th year work anniversary with CVC September 17,
2021, and in 2019 she achieved the Licensed Nursing Home Administrator
(LNHA) licensure.
CEO Larry Monroe had the following to share about Heather and her promotion.
“Heather is an outstanding leader who has served our organization with
excellence for over twenty years as Director of Social Services. She is respected
by her coworkers and management. Her thoughtful and steady demeanor,
collaborative approach to management, knowledge of our industry and keen judgement all make her an
excellent choice for the position of Assist Administrator. I look forward to seeing Heather’s continued growth
as she assumes the additional responsibilities of this new role.”
One of our organization’s goals has always been to develop and maintain a culture that provides career
growth opportunity for our team members. With that goal in mind, it is particularly gratifying to see Heather
in this new leadership position, right here at home at CVC.
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A Story of Team Member Growth

Ben Montoney started with The Christian Village at Mason (CVM) on June 29,
2004, as a dishwasher in the kitchen. Soon he moved into a Server position
in the dining room. In this role Ben was a part of a team who helped ensure
that mealtime was the best it could be for our residents. Ben began to display
a true respect and affection for our residents and a terrific work ethic that was
obvious to everyone around him.

Ben eventually developed an interest in working in Maintenance, so in September
2011 he started working part-time in Dining Services and part-time in Maintenance,
transitioning full-time in Maintenance later that year. While in the Maintenance
department Ben continued to excel and exemplify the core values of our
organization. His natural bent toward technical abilities served him well. Having
expressed a desire to learn and to grow in his career, in July 2017 CVM was
pleased to send Ben to technical school to receive a HVAC mechanical certification.
Ben and his wife Lauren live in West Chester and have 2 children, Theo who is 2 ½ years old and Ellie who is
10 months old. When Ben is not at work he enjoys playing with his children, doing things around the house
and when he has time he likes to fish. Ben is also active at Lakota Hills Baptist Church and recently started
teaching Citizenship at their English as a second language classes on Wednesday nights.
We are blessed to have Ben as a part of the CVM team. He is very dedicated, reliable, works hard and cares
for our residents and their needs. His seventeen-year journey with us has taken him from washing dishes in
the kitchen to the technical role of repairing and installing HVAC. Ben is an employee who exemplifies our Core
Values (Respect, Integrity, Teamwork & Excellence). Thanks, Ben, for all that you do for our community!

Tom Moll Retires as Chaplain
On February 1 in a letter to the residents of The Christian Village at Mason,
Chaplain Tom Moll announced his plans to retire for the second time.
In 2013 Tom retired as Senior Minister at Christ’s Church at Mason. Shortly
thereafter he joined the team at CVM as our Chaplain. The transition into the
Chaplaincy at CVM was a smooth one, in part because so many of the residents
had attended Christ’s Church at Mason so their former preacher had become
their Chaplain. Tom’s pastoral heart, great preaching, his humble nature, and
compassionate approach to ministering to people immediately won the love
and admiration of residents and staff.
Under Tom’s leadership chapel attendance grew fourfold, and his weekly Bible
studies were popular with the residents. Tom’s wife Kay also taught a popular weekly Bible study for the ladies.
On behalf of the residents, staff, and Board of Directors, we send out heart-felt Christian love and thanks to
Tom and Kay and wish them much joy and blessings in this second retirement.
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The Faith Center for Restorative Living
A Very Special Experience

To many in the Cincinnati region of Christian
Churches and Churches of Christ the last name
Huron is a familiar one. Rod and Autumn Huron
have served in the Lord’s work in numerous
roles and capacities for many years. On a
fall rainy and gloomy day in 2021, Autumn
experienced what is commonly referred to as
a “game changer.” She slipped going down the
steps of her church and unfortunately broke her
hip. The men of the church helped Autumn into
the car and her family drove her to Mercy West hospital where she was
admitted and awaited surgery.
Surgery went well and when it was time to leave the hospital the Huron’s
were told that Autumn needed to find a place for short-term rehab care.
Autumn told the hospital staff that her first choice was The Christian
Village at Mt. Healthy (CVMH). Autumn has a lot of history with CVMH.
She used to visit with residents and attend a variety of events such as
the art shows and church services. Autumn’s husband Rod served on
the CVMH board for several years and they were good friends with
Marvin Matthews, the first administrator at CVMH.
Autumn’s first night out of the hospital she was feeling terrible and in
pain from surgery. She had the following to say about her experience
in CVMH’s Faith Center. “I felt the staff helped make things better by
being so helpful, kind, and providing excellent care. I was delighted
that therapy immediately started working with me to get out of bed.
They provided all the equipment that I needed and had me walking
again in no time. They had me doing things that I didn’t think I could
do. I had never seen staff that were so willing to go out of their way to
help someone and be so kind.”
Autumn shared that it’s amazing something so awful as breaking her
hip turned into something so good through her stay at CVMH. After
coming to the Faith Center, Autumn realized a friend was staying down
the hall from her and she had such comfort in knowing that he was
also receiving excellent care. She continues to share her wonderful
experience with everyone and highly recommends the Faith Center
at CVMH for short-term rehabilitation care.
Editor’s note: The staff at CVMH were blessed and honored to care for
Autumn and we are happy to know that she is doing so well!
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Compassionate Care Story: Ruth Odor
Every morning as I look out across my beautiful courtyard, I thank God for bringing
me to The Christian Village at Mason. Here I find safety, care, contentment, and
joy. It was not always so. There was a day when I knew no joy, for my funds
which had been gradually decreasing had hit bottom. The bill for my rent was
greater than the balance in my bank account.
I was desperate and wondered what to do. I knew that I had to go to the CEO
and ask for his advice. He asked me what was wrong as he looked at me across
the desk. My only answer was to lay two pages before him.
After looking at the pages, he said, “Don’t worry.” “How can I not worry?” I said
to myself. “This is an opportunity,” he said with a faint smile. “What!” I thought.
“How can this be an opportunity?” Then he explained, “This is an opportunity to
put our Compassion Care Ministry into action. Donors give their money just to help people like you when they
are in need.“ He described the action that needed to be taken. And that night I slept the whole night through.
In a few weeks my grant application was accepted, and I was awarded a subsidy that pays most of my rent.
I can pay the rest and any expenses from my small monthly income.
Now my heart overflows with gratitude. I thank God every day that I can live here. I thank Him for those
people I do not even know who give of their funds, whether big or small, to help me. I thank Him for the CBA
Foundation that provides Compassionate Care, and for the leadership who oversees the implementation of
this program and who constantly demonstrate how much they care for their residents.
Those of us who are blessed by this kind of care, who
were accustomed to being the giver instead of the
receiver, have learned to accept our help graciously
with gratitude. It is as if we hear our donors singing that
old song, “Brother, let me be your servant. Let me be
as Christ to you,” and our replying, “I will let you be my
servant, let you be as Christ to me.”

“I thank God every day that I can live
here. I thank Him for those people I do
not even know who give of their funds,
whether big or small, to help me.”

The result of CBA’s Compassionate Care Ministry is two-fold. There is the blessing
to the recipient of both a tangible gift and the gift of peace of mind. Then there is
the blessing to the donor. In fact, that is the greater blessing. Jesus said so. “It is
more blessed to give than to receive.” A great truth within a paradox. Words we
speak so glibly yet often fail to comprehend.
One day not long ago I talked with a friend who calls me often. She was lamenting
the fact that a couple she knew were being asked to leave the care facility where
they had been living because they had run out of money. “That would never happen
here,” I said, and I told her of the subsidy I have been given. “But you had to give
them what you had, your income and your bank account.” “No,” I said. “I gave up
nothing. Our Compassionate Care never takes; it only gives.”
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Memorial and Honor Gifts
In Memory Of
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Charles & Dorothy Abato
Anonymous
Alma “Clio” Adler
Robert & Deborah Adler
David Anson
Patricia Anson
Curt Arulf
Nancy Arulf
John Bamber
Betty Bacon
Beverly Biehle
Joseph & Joan Dierkers
Edward &Joan Driver
Bob & Lynn Flavin
Peggy Jacobs
Karen & John Lynch
William & Donna McBeath
Robert & Nancy Porter
Carolyn Powell
Ruth Shoemaker
Joseph & Kathleen Thorpe
Harold & Beverly Utley
Alvin & Helen Voorhis
Margaret Barger
Vickie & John Hale
Gertrude Barnes
Bonnie Clark
Barbara Pettyjohn
Frederick Bartholme
Deanna Bartholme
Jill Kleinman
John & Margaret Bay
James & Gene McReynolds
Frances Beany
Jim & Carolyn Walker
Henrietta Beitler
Mark & Karen Gambill
Donald Bernhardt
Thomas & Lavell Cope
Phyllis Epure
Melanie Evenson
Kurt & Diane Ficker
Shirley & Dick Giwer
Marie Hoberg
John Knox
Dale & Judy McCann
Joseph & Beverly Rideout

Betty Jane Sandoz
Frederick Schneider
Kathy & Wilfred Schnier
Jerome & Dianne Wedig
Bruce & Lois Werner
Alex Betley
James & Sherry Betlej
Bertha Bierbaum
Linda Thompson
Evan & Margaret Bolejack
Barbara Smith
Lila M. Bounds
Carl & Bettye Oney
Jonathan Bowers
Nancy & Rich Miles
Wenona Brandt
James & Janice Brandt
Elva Brunner
Randy & Kim Brunner
Frances Carter
John & Tamara Feldmann
Daniel & Laurie Shea
Russel & Grace Catlin
Gary & Ruth Claypoole
Margaret Claypoole
Gary & Ruth Claypoole
Eleonora Collins
Lori Kinne
June Crabtree
E. Richard Crabtree
Mabel Curstinger
Ronald & Ann Saemann
Ian Dasent
Jeannie Dasent
Marie Dayton
Joanne Hensley
Mary Frances Dean
Glen & Terri Burkhardt
Kenneth Dicken
Doris Dicken
Verna Dolle
Dennis & Barbara Barger
John & Alice Eger
James & Linda Eger
Charles & Lucille Eger
Robert & Linda Eger
Vernon Flannery
Shannon Flannery Bishop
Charles Fowler, Jr
Lois Fowler

George & Margaret Frankenstein
William Frankenstein
John Gillum
Carr Electric Heating & Cooling
Michael Durbin
Donald Griffin
Audrey Griffin
Enlow & Lucile Grubbs
David & Eva Grubbs
Helen Hedges
Vickie & John Hale
Alfred Henderson
David & Eva Grubbs
Arthur Henderson
David & Eva Grubbs
Ronald Henderson
David & Eva Grubbs
Stanley & Beatrice Henderson
David & Eva Grubbs
Jane Herzner
Fred Herzner
Dorothy Heuer
Carol & Bob Siebenburgen
Gilbert D. Hoobler
Patricia & Donald Taylor
Marie Howell
Oletha Howell
Jane Huber
Donald & Carolyn Huber
Victor & June Hunter
Marilyn Pitzer Fletcher
Robert A Johnson
Judith Johnson
Mollie Jones
Charles Skillman
Della Kelly
Nora & Dallas Kelly
Irene Key
David & Jennifer Key
William Knaebel
Robert Grundhoefer
Thomas Knight
Terry & Cecile Vogler
Robert Kraemer
Jane Kraemer
Norma Kraus
Carol & Carroll Baker
Allen & Dorothy Kurtz
Steve Kurtz

Gifts Given August 1 – December 31, 2021

Glenn Leach
Violet Caldwell
Mae Lindner
Lloyd & Judith Lindner
James & Rosemary Maness
Greg & Brenda Martin
Ezella Martino
Michele Martino
Marion Massmann
Barbara Murray
Marvin Matthews
Tom & Linnea Claibourne
Henry & Imogene McAdams
Dan & Sherry Johnson
Mabel McAninch
Norman & Sally McAninch
Anna McKnight
Joanne Hensley
Virginia Melvin
Patricia Dillon
Heidi Messinger
Richard & Joanne Biedinger
Marilyn Buzza
Joyce Drake
Dick & Carolyn Kothrade
Louis & Wilma Kressin
Robert Messinger
Herman & Nancy Samendinger
Howard & Mary Lou Short
Aelred Meyer
James & Ruth Fenton
Evelyn Miller
Dorothy & Thomas Hatton
Alice Moch
Nicholas & Pamela Schapman
Dolores Montanye
Dean Montanye
Edith Moorehead
Stephen & Susan Blatchly
Richard & Elissa Chisholm
James & Betty Dailey
William & Martha Mendez
Robert & Edith Moorehead
Kathy Rose
Herman & Nancy Samendinger
James & Vicki Surovec
Ivan Morse
Evangeline Morse
Margaret Loureide Neikirk
Donald & Margaret Helmbold

Topsy New
Mona & Arnold Burge
Betty Overstreet
Matthew Nowakowski
Dolores Nowakowski
Ivan Odor
Kevin & Ginger Odor
Lloyd Omps
Gertrude Omps
Our Parents
Harold & Ellen Mains
Mary C. Pennington
Neville & Joan Pennington
James & Elaine Powell
Kenneth & Pam Pyle
Joseph Raga
Charles & Bonnie Bauer
Jacqueline Cutshall
Alice Reed
Shirley Smith
Sandy Reuter
Linda Heinemeyer
Harry Rohde
Gerald & Virginia Siddall
Ellen Ruff
Elmer Ruff
Ruth Ann Sams
Grover Sams
Edna Schotter
Jack & Susan Berger
Jennifer Hamm
Ann Howell
Jane Law
Robyn Mosher
Timothy & Karen Palmer
Patrick & Robyn Scott
Susan Slater
Roger & Cathy Van Wagner
Suzanne Van Wagner
Nancy Schotten
Violet Caldwell
Victor Shaffer
Janet & E Wayne Shaffer Stout
Vera Shipley
Gerald Shipley
Blanche H. Skillman
Charles Skillman
Thomas Guy Smith
Josephine Smith
Florence Spengler
Mary Spengler

Ina St. John
Phyllis & John DeBra
Melvin Stang
Kenneth Stang
Sam & Gwen Stone
Courtenay & Patty Bythewood
Anne Mikesell
Scott & Kimberly Sims
Robert & Nell Stacy
Sam Stone
James & Mary Nieman
Robert & Cindy Orndorff
Mary Beth Smith
Elizabeth & Joe Stephens
Tracy Wolcott
Loren Swedburg
Alan & Jean Weber
Rita Tenkman
Don & Pam Mortimer
Norma Tucker
David & Maxine Tucker
Mary Walker
Roger Walker
Beverly Walthour
Richard Walthour
Dorothy Warmbier
Mary Lohman
Howard & Margaretha Warner
Howard & Judy Warner
Marilyn Wedig
Marilyn Buzza
Louis & Wilma Kressin
Herman & Nancy Samendinger
Bob & Lucille Welker
Carolyn Short
Gloria Diann Werts
Ekta Chabria
Jai & Tammy Chabria
Jerry & Joyce Clark
Donald Hudson
Thomas Lindeman
Barbara Luken
Elizabeth Mihal
Edward & Kathleen Morgan
Victoria Ochs
Gregg Rolfsmeyer
Kelly Stenger
Arlene Werts
Laura Werts
Ed & Myrna Wilson
Janna Markle
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Memorial and Honor Gifts
Edwin Wilson
Andrew & Barbara Hauck
Maxine Leforge
Carolyn Swallen

In Honor of
Susan Babik
Todd & Linda Snyder
Sam Beitler
Mark & Karen Gambill
Howard & Martha Brammer
Donna Adelsperger
Lanny & Jane Coberly
Richard & Bonnie Crabbs
Joan Krummen
Rich & Nancy Miles
New Beginnings Christian
Fellowship
Teresa Zeltwanger
Sandra Caron
Ruth & Robert Mai
Cathy Cottrell
Jack & Barbara Cottrell
CVM Nursing Staff
Herman & Nancy Samendinger

Robert Eger
Charles & Sadie Eger
William & Marion Fotheringham
Terri Baroch
Helen Fry
Lawrence & Joyce Kent
Ken Henderson
David & Eva Grubbs
Mike & Juanalda Nakoff
Larry Holmes
Glenn & Janet Snyder
Judy Kimmey
Joe & Vicki Kimmey
Billie Lake
Herbert & Dianne Schneider
Bill & Lynne Little
David & Mildred Merkel
Lee Mason
Charles & Pam McNutt
Dean & Mary Jo Perrigo
Mark McKinney
Jerry & Renee Rowe
Dave & Millie Merkel
Richard & Nancy Shonkwiler
Sue Meyer
Jack & Barbara Cottrell

Tom & Kay Moll
Tom & Cynthia Dorrington
Gloria Hopkins
Doris Odor
Richard & Nancy Shonkwiler
Ruth Odor
Anna Lucas
Marlene Parrott
Diane & Gary Archer
Walt Reuter
Linda Heinemeyer
Ruth Rohde
Mark Rohde
William & Geri Stauter
David & Patti Jefferson
Dave & Beth Stone
Scott & Kimberly Sims
Jeff & Johnnie Stone
Scott & Kimberly Sims
Pete & Jan Taylor
Frank & Maxine Owens
Those Helping the Elderly
Dwight Jones
Max & Blanche Walker
Jon & Cinda Whitaker

CVMH Safety Campaign

By Steve Henderson, Director of Church Relations

The health and safety of our residents, their family members, and each team member are things we take very seriously.
A recent security/safety audit at The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy revealed that the installation of cameras on
the exterior of our buildings and throughout the campus was an area of opportunity. In the past such equipment
may have been considered a luxury, but where can we go today and not see the presence of cameras. This got
us imagining what it would mean to our CVMH community if we could add this extra measure of peace of mind.
The total cost is $21,704 for 12 cameras. That’s about $1,800 a camera including labor and installation. All are invited
to join us with financial support for this important project.
On behalf of every CVMH resident, our staff and Board of Directors, thank you in advance for your gift to this
campaign and may God richly bless you as you continue to serve Him. Your gift in support of this important campaign
will help to make added security at CVMH possible.
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Checks should be made out to CVMH with the special memo designation “security” and mailed to CVC at
411 Western Row Road, Mason, OH 45040. You can also give securely at www.christianvillages.org/securitycameras
Questions about this campaign can be directed to me at steve.henderson@christianvillages.org, or by contacting
CEO Larry Monroe at (513) 701-3448.

David Lautzenheiser Joins CVM
David Lautzenheiser joined the CVM staff in January 2022 as Director of
Music. He currently works in a part-time capacity and is in charge of planning
and leading the worship service on Sunday mornings in the Stone Worship
Center and Auditorium.
David is no stranger to CVM, having led the resident Ambassadors Choir for
several years as they presented programs that were so well received by the
community. He will resume this role once the choir can safely meet again.
David is a graduate of Great Lakes Christian College (GLCC) Lansing, Michigan
(Bachelor of Religious Education with a major in Music) and Northern Michigan
University (Master of Music Education). He taught at GLCC and then served
as Worship Minister at a church in Fort Wayne, IN, and later at Christ’s Church
at Mason (CCM). At CCM he produced and directed an annual Christmas pageant that had a tremendous
outreach into the community, and he also served as Senior Adults and Pastoral Care Minister.
David and his wife Mary have two children, Luke (and Taryn) Lautzenheiser and Laura (and Jonathan) Weathersby,
and five grandchildren in whom they delight. He has a passion for gardening and has received his Master
Gardener certification through The Ohio State University at the Warren County Extension Office in Lebanon.
While David’s gifts and accomplishments are many, he is perhaps best known for his humility, his servant
leadership and his desire to lift Christ up in everything that he does. It is an honor to welcome him to CVM!

Steve Henderson Retires as
Director of Church Relations
Steve Henderson recently announced his decision to retire effective April 30
from the position of Director of Church Relations.
Steve joined CVC in August of 2015. His knowledge of the many Christian
Churches and Churches of Christ in the tri-state, and his personal friendship
with many of the leadership within those churches has been a great advantage
to Steve in his role building upon our church ties and relationships.
Prior to joining CVC Steve served many churches as lead minister, most recently
12 years as Senior Minister with the Glen Este Church of Christ in Clermont
County.
Steve had the following to share with our readers. “I have thoroughly enjoyed my time with Christian Village
Communities. I want to express my appreciation to the CBAF board for their excellent service on behalf of this
organization. It has been a blessing to be able to establish many new relationships with preachers, staff, and
mission teams in so many churches in the Tri-State area. Thanks again for everything. What a great ministry!”
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Stone Worship Center & Auditorium
Ribbon Cutting and Dedication
The first weekend of December 2021 was a joyous
weekend indeed! The Christian Village at Mason
(CVM) celebrated the completion of the brand-new
Stone Worship Center & Auditorium (SWCA) with a
ribbon cutting ceremony and a dedication service.
For many years, CVM held one Sunday evening chapel
service. Growing attendance at this evening service
required the addition of a morning service. Soon that
morning service was nearly always full, limiting future
growth and making it increasingly difficult to seat
everyone who wanted to worship, especially those
with wheelchairs, walkers, and scooters.
In addition to the needed expansion for the Sunday
worship services, additional space was needed for
resident activities and special events. The current
chapel, the only non-dining meeting space, has
an official seating capacity of just 99. CVM has
an independent living and assisted living resident
population of over 300, and there simply was not
adequate event space for banquets, concerts, and
other resident programming.
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The journey to build an adequate space for worship
services and larger resident activities began in 2018.
The management team selected an architectural firm to
help cast a vision, render a floor plan, and determine the
cost. From there, an aggressive fundraising campaign
was planned to pay for the new worship center and
auditorium. A groundbreaking ceremony was held
in the summer of 2020 once a significant amount of
funds were raised. In December 2021 the project was
complete!
The SWCA now allows CVM to host larger resident
activities and special events. It also nearly triples their
capacity for Sunday worship services, allowing CVM to
minister to more people in a single service.
The Stone Center honors the late Sam and Gwen Stone
for their lifelong Christian service. Sam was Editor
of Standard Publishing of Cincinnati for many years.
Standard Publishing supplied various books, magazines,
periodicals, and study curriculum worldwide for the
independent Christian Churches and Churches of Christ.
Sam also ministered to the Western Hills Church of

Christ in Cincinnati. He served Cincinnati Christian
University for decades as Professor and Dean of the
Graduate School. He was an author and national
convention speaker. Gwen loved everyone with whom
she came into contact, and served alongside Sam.
Shortly after Gwen’s passing in 2015, Sam became
a resident at The Christian Village at Mason. He
continued to live a life-legacy of Christian love and
leadership, impacting the lives of others in Jesus’
name until his passing in 2021. Sam was also a past
inductee into the CBA Hall of Faith.
On Friday, December 3, CVM residents were invited
to a ribbon cutting celebration and tour to see the
completed SWCA for the very first time. Then, on
Sunday, December 5, all donors were invited to the
dedication service. The dedication service included
special music, reflections from Sam and Gwen Stones’
sons, Jeff and Dave, a reading from Ruth Odor, a CVM
resident who worked with Sam, a dedication message
from Chaplain Tom Moll, and the presentation of a
beautiful painted portrait of Sam and Gwen Stone.
This $2.9 million-dollar project was made possible
solely through the generous donations of our residents,
staff, Board members, supporting churches and many
other private donors. $300,000 is still needed to
complete this campaign.
The SWCA is a welcomed addition to our CVM
community for church services, resident activities,
and will help us reach more in the name of Christ.
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Beloved, Long-time Board Member Becomes
CVMH Resident
David Phillips is regarded by many of us at CVC as “Father Time.” He has been
involved in our ministry from its beginning, representing Highview Christian
Church when funds were being raised to build The Christian Village at Mt.
Healthy. He served on the board of directors for CBA and the affiliate boards
from 1975-2019.
David expresses great respect for the original group of ministers in the greater
Cincinnati region who established the work of CBA, and stresses that those
who follow in their footsteps are to be honored. Though CBA was not the first
senior living and nursing care ministry in our brotherhood of churches, it very
quickly earned the distinction of being a leader. One great honor for David was
to be a strong supporter and advocate for the creation of the CBA Benevolent
Fund that provides healthcare center residents with financial subsidy when they
outlive their personal finances and do not qualify for other assistance.
David is very proud to have been on the Executive Committee of the CBA Board when current CEO Larry
Monroe was hired, and shares, “Larry has built upon the good work of the leaders who preceded him, taking
the ministry and our facilities to a higher level of excellence. His Christian training and Restoration Movement
history and commitment, coupled with his business experience, has served him well as our CEO.”
Recently following a hospital stay David needed rehabilitation care, and he and his family had no question
about where that care would be best provided. The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy was their first choice. After
a short rehabilitation stay in the Faith Center for Restorative Living, David decided to remain at Mt. Healthy and
reside in Independent Living. At 93 years old, David’s goal is continuing to serve others in the name of Christ
in whatever capacity God provides.

Centenarian at CVMH
December 22, 2021, was a special day at CVMH; that’s the day resident,
Mary Lewis, turned 100 years old. From the day she arrived in September
of 2020, she began sharing her excitement that she would soon turn
100. She wanted the day to be special, and our residents, activities
team, and other staff made sure she was not disappointed.
On her birthday, her fellow residents blessed her with gifts, and she
received 100 birthday cards to mark the occasion. STNA Donna Adkins
went above and beyond by bringing in a shrimp dinner from Red Lobster
because Mary wanted shrimp. Mary was surprised by everyone’s kind
gestures, but we knew a 100th birthday had to be celebrated in a special
way.
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Welcome Amie Kocher
We welcome Amie Kocher to the Christian Village Communities team as Executive
Assistant to the CEO. Amie assumed the role with the recent retirement of Terri Burkhardt
who held the position for 18 years.
Amie most recently held the position of Executive Assistant to the Director of Development
at Lindner Center of Hope in Mason, OH. Amie graduated from Ohio University with a
Bachelor of Arts, English Literature.

CVMH Team Member Spotlight
Mandy Stone - Nursing Supervisor
Mandy Stone joined The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy on December 13, 2021, as a
Nursing Supervisor. This was a homecoming for Mandy, as she worked at Mt. Healthy
from 2008-2019 as a nurse.
Mandy has been married to Rodney for over 15 years and they have one child, Rawlin
who is 13 years of age. She has two goldendoodle dogs that are very special to her.
Mandy enjoys working out, gardening, shopping, and interior design.
We are delighted to have Mandy back on our team. Mandy is very passionate about
the residents and their quality of care.

Mary Vickery-Armstrong - Director of Social Services
Mary Vickery-Armstrong joined The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy on December 27,
2021, as our Director of Social Services. Mary has been a Licensed Social Worker for
23 years in the healthcare field. She has worked in long-term care for 9 years. She is
a graduate from Mt. St. Joseph University.
Mary is the youngest of 11 children and has 5 children of her own, Matthew 25, Elizabeth
24, Nathaniel 20, John 9, and Megan 7. In her free time, Mary enjoys gardening, spending
time outdoors, and time with her family. We are happy to have Mary on our team.

Tara Prather- Nursing Supervisor
Tara Prather has been a Registered Nurse with The Christian Village at Mt. Healthy
for 2 years. In November 2021 she was promoted to a Nursing Supervisor. Tara has
been a nurse for 8 years and prior to working at CVMH, she was a Minimum Data Set
coordinator.
Tara has been married to Michael for 14 years. They have two daughters Cami 16 and
Natalie 15. Tara enjoys spending time with her family doing things such as boating and
golfing. Tara also enjoys decorating cakes and working on carpentry. We are blessed
to have Tara on our team.
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Mason Community Center Partnership
By Lizz Stephens, VP of Marketing & Business Strategy

Being a Garden Home (GH)
resident at The Christian Village
at Mason (CVM) means you
not only have priority access
to award-winning healthcare
when needed, but the ability
to enjoy the wide array of
amenities offered on campus.
CVM’s amenities all have the
same goal - to help residents improve their physical
and emotional well-being.
The brand-new Stone Worship Center & Auditorium is the
communities’ worship space and performing arts center.
The Renewal Fitness Center is home to a wide array of
work-out equipment and staffed with a Director of Fitness
& Wellness to assist residents in using the equipment
and teaching group fitness classes. The campus is on
75 acres with walking paths throughout for easy strolls if
outside exercise is preferred. CVM residents also have
access to an on-campus library with lounge and a craft
room. For lunch and dinner, there is an elegant dining
room serving restaurant-style meals and daily specials.
In addition to all the great conveniences on campus,
CVM is blessed to have the Mason Community Center
(MCC) less than 2 miles from the community. In 2018,
CVM partnered with the MCC to offer all GH residents a
complimentary Basic membership. The MCC is a beautiful,
state-of-the-art facility that GH residents can experience
in addition to what CVM offers. Featured at the MCC is a
spacious fitness area. The fitness area includes upright
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and recumbent bikes, treadmills, an array of cardio
equipment, countless free weights, and more.
For those who prefer exercise classes, there are
several fitness studios for group fitness. There is
personal training available if one on one coaching
or a fitness assessment is desired. If members
enjoy water aerobics or swimming, the MCC has
a warm water therapy pool, a leisure pool with a
lazy river, and even a large whirlpool. For members
who like to walk but prefer to do so indoors, there
is a four-lane indoor walking track overlooking a
gymnasium, field house, climbing wall, and pool.
In addition, the MCC has convenient services
available such as a postal unit, gift shop, café, and
meeting and party rooms.
The MCC is also home to the Mason Senior Center.
The Mason Senior Center gives senior adults a
wonderful place to gather with friends and provides
ample opportunity to stay physically, mentally, and
socially active. It includes two spacious gathering
rooms, game tables for cards, lounge area with
fireplace, library, computers with Internet access,
and a kitchen.
Like CVM, the MCC’s program offerings are
designed to improve physical and emotional
well-being. This partnership continues today with
all new and incoming GH residents receiving a
complimentary membership and is just one of
many reasons to consider calling CVM home.

Honor Flight - A CVM Veteran’s Experience
By Tracy Wolcott, Director of Community Life Services

The mission of the Honor Flight is to transport America’s veterans to Washington,
D.C. Once there, they visit memorials honoring those who have sacrificed for our
Country. The Christian Village at Mason (CVM) resident, Marion Parish, had heard
of the flight but didn’t know what was involved, until he was talking with Ken
Morris, another CVM resident at the fitness center one day. Ken served with the
Ohio National Guard, Air Force division and encouraged Marion to investigate it,
and so he did.
Marion, 19 years of age, served in World War II from 1944-1946. He and 15,000 young
men boarded the Queen of Elizabeth ship to Germany where he was assigned
with the 94th Infantry Division as a rifleman (point man). He said that he had good
timing, because the group prior to his arrival had just left the front lines. He was fortunate to not be involved
in active combat. After discharge from the service in 1946, Marion enrolled at Miami University, Oxford, OH, on
September 1, 1946. He received his undergraduate degree in Psychology and received his master’s degree
in Psychiatric Social Work from Washington University, St Louis, MO. Marion worked 20 years as the Director
of the Butler County Mental Health Center and worked on the weekends for a private Psychiatry practice.
On September 21, 2021, Marion, and good friend Bill Luken (a Vietnam helicopter pilot) partnered together
with 86 other veterans for the Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. His daughter and son also accompanied him.
Marion was one of two World War II veterans and was the oldest among all the other veterans.
Their first stop in Washington was the Iwo Jima Memorial. The Battle of Iwo Jima began on February 19, 1945,
when American forces invaded the island. The battle lasted five weeks and nearly 7,000 soldiers gave their
lives. The next stops were the Arlington Cemetery and the Tomb of the Unknown soldier. Marion shared that
to see all the rows of headstones at Arlington Cemetery was a stunning experience. The last time he visited
the cemetery in 1958 there were considerably fewer headstones.
The last stops on the visit included the Air
Force Memorial, World War II Memorial, and
the Vietnam Memorial. Marion shared that
seeing the Air Force Memorial (constructed
in 2004) that overlooks Arlington, Virginia
with the Pentagon building directly below,
(including three huge spirals, with the highest
one towering over the city at 270 feet) gave
him an impressive presence.
Marion is grateful for this opportunity. He
said, “This was definitely a once in a lifetime
experience!” He encourages any Veteran
who served in the Armed Forces to take
advantage of this opportunity, which is free
for all veterans.
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CVM Team Spotlight
Nicole Galvan has been a Licensed Practical Nurse for over 12 years and
has worked at The Christian Village at Mason in the Assisted Living Garden
Apartments and The Guardian Center for Memory Support for almost 6 years.
Nicole was promoted to Assisted Living Supervisor in January.
Nicole was born in Chicago, IL and moved to West Chester with her parents
and 5 sisters in 1996.
Nicole met her husband Fred when they were 15 working their first job at
McDonald’s. They have 3 daughters together Taylor 27, Samantha 23, and
Madison 16. Taylor is graduating from Miami University in May with a degree in
forensic science and criminal justice. Samantha currently lives in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, furthering her education to obtain a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.
Madison is a junior at Butler Tech enrolled in a healthcare science program.
Nicole spends her free time with her family who she says mean everything to her. Nicole is also a grandma to
her daughter Samantha’s Golden Retriever, Remi. She drove to South Dakota just so Remi could come home
for the Holidays.
We are happy to have Nicole on our team.

CVM Welcomes New Chaplain
On March 6, The Christian Village at Mason welcomed David Ray as its next
Chaplain.
Most recently since 2020 David has served the Mercy Health Hospitals as Chaplain.
Among his many former areas of career achievements has been providing consulting
services to churches, assisting with the development of key leaders, helping
with staff transitions and searches, as well as guiding congregations through the
often-times difficult waters of change and crisis management. David served as
Associate Dean and Dean, as well as professor and Director of Church Relations
at Cincinnati Christian University. From 2015-2017 he served as the University’s
Interim President.
David comes with extensive church leadership experience having served congregations in Tennessee, Indiana,
and Ohio. Among his most recent ministries was five years as Executive Minister at Christ’s Church at Mason
in Mason, Ohio, and eighteen years as Senior Minister at Parkside Christian Church, Cincinnati, Ohio (formerly
known at Mt. Washington Church of Christ).
David has a Bachelor’s degree from Johnson University, a Masters of Divinity degree from Emmanuel Christian
Seminary, and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
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David and his wife Carol live in the Anderson Township area of Cincinnati.

The Hall of Faith

Three Decades of
Honoring Christian Leaders
By Larry Monroe, CEO

For thirty years The Christian Benevolent Association
Foundation hosted the Annual Hall of Faith banquet. In
those three decades 117 men and women have been
recognized for Christian leadership and service.
Typically held in the fall of the year, the Hall of Faith attracted
an estimated 5,000 attendees who came to pay tribute
and honor each year’s Hall of Faith inductees.
Beginning in 2013 the Hall of Faith banquet also became
our ministry’s primary annual fundraising event. Donors
were solicited to support the CBA Foundation’s annual
giving fund. Most of these donors were business entities
within the market areas for Christian Village Communities. In
2013 sponsors contributed $7,500. In 2021 they contributed
over $70,000. Since sponsorships became a part of the
Hall of Faith, they have contributed over $250,000 to the
CBA Foundation. Every dime raised through sponsorships
has gone to the charitable giving fund of the Foundation.
Now, after 30 years we are envisioning a new future for
the Hall of Faith, and 2022 will be a time of planning and
transition. In place of our traditional banquet held in an area
banquet hall, a symposium will take place, presumably in
the fall of the year in the Stone Center Auditorium on the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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campus of The Christian Village at Mason. Focus will be on the ministry and mission of Christian Village
Communities, it’s extraordinary team members and the ministry’s impact on the lives of the aging population
we serve. We envision resident spotlights and testimony about how their lives have been impacted by
CVC and the CBA Foundation. There will be a key-note speaker and featured music including CVM’s own
resident Ambassador Choir.
Below we list all our past Hall of Faith inductees. So many have gone on to their heavenly reward. We thank
God for the life of each one, and the impact they had on so many in Jesus’ name.
Look for more information soon on our 2022 event and we ask for your prayers as we make this important
transition into the future.

Hall of Faith Past Inductees
1991
John W. Hudson
Marvin H. Matthews
1992
Otto Burnside
W. Harold Hockley
Corwin Nixon
1993
E. Richard Crabtree
Mayor Lou Eves
Paul E. Wiener
1994
Ailene Bell
Georgi Eick
Hugh F. Sensibaugh
1995
Edwin Hayden
J. David & June Lang
1996
Isaac J. Flora
Charles B. Green
Mabel R. Jacobs
Glen V. Wheeler
1997
Calvin Murphy
Clarence H. Suedkamp
Dr. James & Margaret
VanBuren
1998
Charlotte Coleman
Joyce Craig
James R. Mays
Alva D. Sizemore
1999
William C. Riffle
Orrin Root
June E. Smith Swanson
Arlene Windhorst
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2000
Shirley Glorius
Vivian Lowe
Phyllis Sanders
Al Voorhis
2001
Robert & Jane Kraemer
Malcolm & Ruth Myers
Ann Stanley
2002
Harvey C. Bream, Jr.
Ray L. Jones
John A. Wilson
2003
Charles F. Eger
George D. Gahr
Douglas D. Smith
2004
Dr. Lewis Foster
David & Shirley Phillips
Robert C. Porter, Jr.
2005
James Plunkett
Sam Stone
Lester Woodley
Paul Young, Sr.
2006
Delbert Dawes
Dr. David & Eva Grubbs
Floyd Myers
2007
Ron Melampy
Kenneth & Edith Owens
Dr. Almon Smith
2008
Mildred Merkel
LaVerne & Lois Morse
Victor Shaffer
Richard Yost

2009
Ed Bousman
Ila Henning
Harold & Fae Audre Rice
2010
Kenneth & Virginia Helm
Dr. James North
Robert & Nell Stacy
Sherry Williams
2011
Jack Cottrell
Ruth Howard
Wayne B. Smith
Loren Swedburg
2012
Dr. David & Margaret Eubanks
David & Aileen Garcia
Rosalie Ireland-Eick
Dr. Eugene Wigginton
2013
Iona Bornemann
Edward D. Diller, Esq.
Richard Sedgwick
Jonathan & Kathy Underwood
2014
R. Mick McLaughlin
Max & Blanche Walker
2015
Tom & Kay Moll
Rick Shonkwiler
Bob Russell
2016
Jim & Donna Fehl
Deonna Lierman
Keith Warner
2017
Jon & Nancy Bowers
David Lautzenheiser
Harold & Ruth Odor

2018
Dick Alexander
Larry Collins
Bob Dell
Thelma Hine
2019
Tom Claibourne
Kitty Garner
Shawn McMullen
2020
Hall of Faith Cancelled
Due to COVID-19
2021
Howard & Martha Brammer
Lee Mason
Ken Henderson

Supporting the Endowment Fund Through
Gifts of Estate
By Larry Monroe, CEO

When I open an envelope from an estate attorney informing us of a deceased donor’s decision to include CBA
in their Will or Trust, it always has the same humbling impact on me. I pause for a moment to reflect, thanking
God for the generosity of this precious ministry friend, and if I am not familiar with the deceased’s name, I
wonder about the connection. What’s the story of our journey together in their lifetime? How did our ministry
touch their life so profoundly? Did we care for a family member, a friend, a minister, or missionary they knew?
Many donors prefer endowed giving because it sets their gifts aside into a fund that is invested, the earnings
from which provide for future funding, into perpetuity. The larger the endowment grows, the greater the earnings
and the more impact those dollars can have on the core mission of a not-for-profit organization.
Giving to the CBA Foundation by planning now for a gift of estate after you die continues your legacy of giving
beyond your lifetime. I invite you to become a Legacy Donor today by including CBA in your estate planning.
If you would like additional information about how to accomplish a legacy gift of estate, please contact Larry
Monroe at larry.monroe@christianvillages.org or by calling (513) 701-3448.
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The mission of Christian Village Communities is to guide older adults to joyful
and purposeful life experiences in a faith-filled community.
Care is the heart and soul of everything we do. We are devoted to maintaining
the highest standards of expertise and service in health and wellness. We are
committed to serving each person as though they were our own family; with
love, compassion and excellence.

Want to receive the Connection electronically?
Help us reduce our mailing costs by sending your email address to:
connectionemail@christianvillages.org

BE SURE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW THE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

www.christianvillages.org

