The Village News
A publication for the residents living in the friendly
community of The Christian Village at Mason.

at MASON

Night

of

September
2022

Stars

On September 15 the stars will be out and shining brightly! No, not the stars in the sky, but
stars in the Stone Center! On that evening at 6:30 p.m. we will recognize and honor ten
team members (Stars) for outstanding service.
Team members from both our communities, nominated by their peers and managers, will be
celebrated for their extraordinary service in support of our mission. There will be a banquet,
special program featuring video segments of each Star “caught” doing what they do so well
each day, a humorist, and a recognition ceremony. The following is a list of our Stars, their
position, and their years of service.

Honorees
The Christian Village at Mason

The Christian Village at Mt Healthy

• Angie Schwartz, Nursing STNA
• (18 years)

• Jasmine Lishey, Nursing STNA
• (2 years)

• Rebecca Sergent, Nursing STNA
• (3 years)

• Sue Jones, Nursing STNA
• (41 years)

• Tammy Flint, Housekeeping
• (2 years)

• Sherrie Grubb, Social Services
• (5 years)

• Rozina Malik, Life Enrichment
• (13 years)

• Jay Puckett, Maintenance
• (12 years)

• Alperina Hellan, Dietary
• (9 years)

• Inez Padmore, Dietary
• (13 years)

We are nearly full, so call Amie Kocher at 513-701-3448 to inquire about last-minute seating.
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Birthdays, Celebrations and Updates
September
Birthdays

September
Anniversaries

09-01 — Dottie Banasiak

09-05 — Roy & Jackie Richardson

09-02 — Ted Taylor, Hank Wedig

09-06 — John & Mary Kalberg

09-05 — Betty Seichrist
09-07 — Janice Metcalf

09-09 — CharlieThis
& Rae
Bauer
information
is for
Mason residents.
09-14 —Christian
Richard &Village
BonnieatCrabbs

09-10 — Don Engelhard, Marjorie Glenn, Gwen Jasper

09-18 — Mike & Joy Ryan

09-11 — Anna Friedman

09-20 — William & Martha Mendez

09-12 — Audrey Griffin

Village Clinic Hours

09-15 — Jerry Kiley

7169 Village Drive

09-16 — DonnaThis
Adelsperger
information is for

Monday - Thursday - 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Contact the Queen City Skilled Nurses for any medical
issues.

Village at Mason residents.
09-18 —Christian
Marie Back
09-20 — Herb Keil, Carolyn Kovalak, Nita Lowry
09-21 — Lowell Bowie

• Trish Ford, RN (513) 659-8494 - Available by phone
on Fridays
• Lauren Hamilton, LPN (513) 439-5582
• Diane Reed, RN Home Care Coordinator 		
(513) 314-0562

09-22 — Sandy Bowie, Ruth Odor
09-23 — Rae Bauer, Joanne Biedinger, Joe Ellison, 		
		 John McKibbon
09-25 — Bob Moorehead, John VanOsdol
09-27 — John Kalberg, Jerry Kohls

Grocery Pickups

09-29 — Chuck Patterson, Al Shelton

Please turn in one list per week on Monday or
Thursday into the Front Desk. (4 or 5 items).
Please give list and money to the front Desk or call
Transportation at (513) 703-3415.

09-30 — Jackie Richardson

CVM Transportation
Transportation services are available to all residents.
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

RESIDENT UPDATES

*Concierge Cards - $30 for 12 round trips
For errand (non-medical) trips within 5 miles. 		
*Appointments by Mile or Hour			
For medical appointments or other trips that would
not qualify as a concierge trip.

Carol Macura

Fred & Bert White

318 Village Drive

376 Village Drive

(513) 701-3318

(513) 701-1673
This information is for

Larry and
Dottie
Banasiak
Christian
Village
at Mason residents.

• $2.50/mile from drop-off and pick-up

7330 Leisure Lane

• $35/hour for the driver to stay with you

Dottie’s number: (513) 477-1995

Scheduling Transportation 				
Call 701-3415 to schedule an appointment.

Larry’s number: (513) 702-2326
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Chaplain’s Corner

BY CHAPLAIN DAVID RAY
I turned seventy myself this past June, and also
share thoughts about life past and fewer years to
come. It encourages me to serve among many people
who have reached into their 90s, but I’m not sure
I will match them. I do notice, though, that there is
something about aging that does lead our hearts back
to the “home” where we started, as well as forward, to
the “home” toward which we are being called.

Frederick Buechner died last month. I’ve long
enjoyed his honest and unique voice about life and
faith. His death reminded me of his book, The Longing
for Home, written over twenty-five years ago. Here are
some of his words:

Many times I have heard people say in near-to-last
breaths: “I just want to go home.” There is meaning,
past and future, in such deep sighs, both longing for a
place full of comfort and love. “Home, sweet home.”

“When I was young . . . I lived as though my time was
endless. When I was in my fifties and early sixties
even, I deluded myself with the fantasy that I was
still somehow middle-aged and had roughly as much
time left to live as I had lived already, which seemed
endless enough for all practical purposes. But now
that I find myself pushing seventy hard, I have finally
begun to wise up. It is no longer just in my mind that I
know I am rather a good deal closer to the end of my
time than I am to the beginning. . . .

Rest in peace, Frederick Buechner, along with all the
rest of us, “longing for home.”

Stone Center Worship
“James: Blue Jeans Theology”
September 4

Quarrels & Fights/Causes & Cures (4:1-10)

September 11

What About Tomorrow? (4:13-17)

September 18 Am I Rich? (5:1-6)

But the tide that carries us farther and farther away
from our beginning in time is also the tide that turns
and carries us back again. In other words, it is true
what they say: the older we grow, the more we
find ourselves returning to the days when we were
younger. . . .

September 25 Patience! (5:7-11)
October 3

Pray! (5:13-18)

Contact Information

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews, after listing
some of the great heroes of Scripture, writes: “These
all died in faith, not having received what was
promised, but having seen it and greeted it from afar
. . . strangers and exiles on the earth. . . . they (were)
seeking a homeland”’ . . . (11:13-14)

Office (513) 701-3406, Cell (513) 218-6548), or Email
david.ray@christianvillages.org.
Tune in to CVC TV for live Daily Devotions (Tue-Thu)
at 11 a.m. and Stone Center Worship on Sunday at
10:15 am.
In Memory of: Marilyn Abbott, Ruth Bittner, June
information is for
Burkhardt, VerityThis
Devine
Christian Village at Mason residents.

What is the connection between the home we knew
and home we dream? . . . The first home foreshadows
the final home, and the final home hallows and fulfills
what was most precious in the first.”
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Social Services

BY HEATHER CARTER, LSW, DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES
It’s not too soon to start thinking about Medicare Open
Enrollment.
Medicare Open Enrollment begins October 15 and will run
through December 7, 2022. This is the time to review your
current benefits and make any necessary changes.
Here are 5 tips from the medicare.gov web page to help you
prepare.
1. Check your mail. You may get important notices from
Medicare or Social Security. If you’re in a Medicare plan,
you’ll get an Annual Notice of Changes (ANOC). Note
any 2023 changes to your health coverage or any Extra
Help you may get to pay for prescription drugs. You may
also get health plan marketing materials, like brochures,
from insurance companies that offer Medicare health and
prescription drug plans. Remember — plans aren’t allowed to
call or come to your home without an invitation from you.
2. Review your 2023 “Medicare & You” Handbook. It has information about Medicare coverage, as well as
Medicare plans in your area. If you get your handbook by mail and want to get your next copy electronically,
choose to go paperless next fall.
3. Think about your Medicare coverage needs for 2023. Carefully review your Medicare coverage materials
during Medicare Open Enrollment. Note any changes in 2023 costs or benefits. Decide if your current
Medicare coverage will meet your needs for the year ahead. If you like your current coverage and it’s still
available for 2023, you don’t need to take any action.
4. Preview 2023 health and prescription drug plans. Medicare Plan Finder makes it easy to compare
coverage options and shop for health plans. For a personalized search, log in or create an account (if you
have a Medicare Number) to create or access a list of your drugs, compare your current Medicare plan to
others, and see prices based on any help you get with drug costs.
5. Get personalized help in your community. You may be able to find free information and events online, and
help from health insurance counselors in your area by phone, like your State Health Insurance Assistance
Program.
Representatives from BOST benefits will be at CVM on Monday, October 17, 2022, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. They are
scheduling one-on-one, 45-minute consultations to help answer your questions and find appropriate coverage.
Please Call Mary Brown at 701-3423 to reserve a time.
If you schedule an appointment, please remember to bring your Medicare Care, Health Insurance Cards, list of
doctors and medications.
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The Well

BY KYRA SCHROER, DIRECTOR OF FITNESS & WELLNESS
Group Fitness Class Schedule
Subject to change - check CVC TV & 3 person class minimum
RFC doors unlocked from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. Please enter and exit the door from the front porch.

Monday

Wednesday

Friday

• 9:00 a.m. - Line Dance

• 9:00 a.m. - Line Dance

• 9:00 a.m. - Line Dance

• 11:15 a.m. - Balance

• 11:15 a.m. - Balance

• 11:15 a.m. - Balance

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
I am looking forward to the events leading up to
our annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s, and appreciate
the efforts of my coworkers and residents to make
this a fun and worthwhile experience. We truly are
better together, and when we come together as a
community it is so energizing and impactful. There are
so many ways to get involved! My hope and prayer is
that people do what they want to do to support the
cause and don’t feel pressured to do anything that is
outside of their comfort zone.

service for Rich Himes who was my friend Julie’s
husband and father to their three young men. I was
surprised to see our own Tom White playing the piano
at his service. It turns out Julie and Tom have known
each other for many years growing up in Madeira. I
had the opportunity to hear Julie play the guitar and
sing at her mother’s funeral, but for her husband’s
funeral she enlisted the talent of another mutual
friend of theirs. Julie and I have been friends for 13
years and her faith has inspired me and made mine
stronger. We supported each other through some
tough challenges and both knew that we could only
get through it with God’s help- one day at a time. You
are invited and encouraged to attend the Alzheimer’s
Awareness concert on Monday, 9/26 at 7:00 p.m.

Two of the opportunities to help just involve eating!
Mister Softee will be at the picnic shelter Thursday,
9/8, 11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m., and El Caporal food truck
will be here on Wednesday, 9/21, 11:00 a.m.- 2:00
p.m. Additionally, there are 12 very cool baskets to
be auctioned off in the weeks leading up to our walk.
Staff and residents generously donated items, and
anyone interested can bid on them with all proceeds
going towards our team goal. Thank you, Ruth Swain,
for this wonderful idea and for managing this! Thanks
also to all who donated items and to those who will
bid on the baskets. See insert for details and if you
have questions, please contact Ruth Swain at (513)
701-3000 or Ruth.Swain@christianvillages.org.

I am also looking forward to the actual event on
Wednesday, 9/28. We are meeting at the Gazebo at
2:00 p.m. Our garden will include flowers collected
over the last few years’ events. I encourage people
to wear purple that day to show support for our team.
We also need cheerleaders (aka encouragement
squads) on the front porch, apartment porches, and
in each cul de sac so start talking to your neighbors
about it! Our “route” is the three main streets of the
village. I don’t want distance to be a barrier for anyone
so please participate in any part of the walk if you are
physically able. It was great seeing scooters out there
for our Heart Mini in the Spring and people pushing
wheelchairs. All are welcome!

It is so exciting that we can enjoy music and fellowship
in The Stone Worship Center. I’ve come to believe that
there are no coincidences; it is God working in and
through us. My husband and I attended a funeral
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Auxiliary & Resident Organization News
Kroger Community Rewards

Upcoming Music Concerts

By Pat Wilson #1 (513) 234-0982

Concerts will be held in the Stone Center. They may
not be available to be aired on CVC TV if music
groups bring their own sound equipment.

Mason Christian Village Auxiliary supporters can
enroll their Kroger Plus Cards online at the secure
website, https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
Auxiliary account number UY336

• Cincy Jazz Train - Tuesday, September 13, 7:00 p.m.
This is a local group of well-established musicians
is returning to perform another array of popular jazz
songs.

Every time an enrolled member shops at Kroger using
his or her Kroger Plus Card, the Auxiliary will earn
rewards. If you do not yet have a Kroger Plus card
and shop at Kroger, these cards are available at the
customer service desk at any Kroger. (They don’t cost
anything and save you money when scanned at the
cash register.)

• Lilyanne Thoroughman - Friday, September 23,
7:00 p.m.
Violinist accompanied by Pianist, Dobin Park. You
don’t want to miss these wonderful young talented
musicians’ performance! They are “awe” inspiring!
• Alzheimers Awareness Concert - Monday,
September 26, 7:00 p.m. - See flyer for more details.
• Save the Date - October 11, 7:00 p.m.

Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus
card or use the phone number that is related to their
registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for each
purchase to count towards Mason Christian Village.

Coming to the Stone Center is The Landmark Boys,
a men’s gospel, country, and oldies quartet that will
entertain and inspire. You won’t want to miss this
performance. Residents and their families are invited.

CVM Veterans Association Meeting
& Annual Picnic

CVM CHRISTMAS FUND - 2022
“HEROES WORK HERE”

Tuesday, September 20, 10:00 a.m.
Hockley Chapel
After a short business meeting and program, the
group will move to the Picnic Shelter for our Annual
Picnic. This year, Mission BBQ will provide the “fixin’s”
for a wonderful picnic. As you know, Mission strongly
supports all veterans, especially those like our CVM
group. Please mark your schedule to attend, as we
all will be able to catch up with our plans for the
immediate future.

With all the extremely warm weather we have
experienced here at CVM this summer, it is hard
to even think about the colder weather that will be
coming our way soon. Even harder - Christmas! Yes,
the Employees/Residents Christmas Fund will be
starting in September. You will recall that since CVM
has a “no tipping” policy for its employees, over 14
years ago, the Employees & Residents Christmas
Fund was created as a way to honor the tremendous
work and services our employees deliver every year even in the heart of a pandemic!

Catholic Mass
St. Susanna Church will provide a Mass for our
Catholic residents on the 3rd Thursday of each month
at 2:00 p.m. in the Hockley Chapel, beginning on
Thursday, September 15.

Our theme of “Heroes Work Here” will be continued
this year, since the Covid Virus will just not go away,
and we all feel that much more thankful for our great
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Auxiliary & Resident Organization News
employees of every department. The Christmas Fund
Committee will be sending out details beginning
in September for this fall and early winter event,
including important dates and times for the various
features of the program. Watch for letters, CVC TV
announcements, and our spokesperson, Frosty’s ads
to keep up with the campaign as it goes along.

Library News

Last year’s event enabled us to deliver over $40,000.
to our employees. We are excited to meet or exceed
this excellent result this year. Please feel free to
contact any of the committee members with any
questions.

• Fiona Barton, The Suspect

By Mary Ann Watrous
July/August 2022 Additions:
• Andy Andrews, Just Jones
• David Baldacci, The Camel Club
• Jonathon Cahn, The Harbinger II, The Return
• Mary Jane Clark, Dying for Mercy (LP)
• James Clear, Atomic Habits
• Chanel Cleeton, Next Year in Havana

Bob Moorehead (513) 492-7738, Ruth Shoemaker
(513) 204-0298, Buzz Dorward (513) 492-9642,
Barbara Bournique (317) 902-7222, Mike Ryan (207)
266-1097

• Harlan Coben, No Second Chance
• Susannah Constantine, After The Snow
• Clive Cussler, Havanna Storm
• Dorothea Benton Frank, by invitation only

Ambassador Choir

• Philippa Gregory, Tidelands
• Kristin Hannah, On Mystic Lake

The Ambassador Choir will resume rehearsal on
Monday, September 12, at 1:30 p.m. in the Hockley
Chapel. No experience necessary. Just a love for
singing is all that is essential. No sign ups. Just come
ready to sing!

• Elin Hilderbrand, Hotel Nantucket (New)
• Linda Holmes, Evvie Drake Starts Over
• Thomas Keneally, Napoleon’s Last Island
• Ross King, Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling
(Non-F)

(Note: Past Ambassador members, please return any
music that you may have from past rehearsals.)

• Judith Miller (et al), The Immigrant Brides Collection
• Chris Pavone, The Expats, The Paris Diversion

CVC TV Weekend Schedule

• Kim Michele Richardson, The Book Woman of
Troublesome Creek

• Saturday, September 3, 3:00 & 7:00 p.m.
“Amazing Quest from Somewhere on Earth:
Brittany, Western France”

• Buck Rinker, The Oregon Trail, A New American
Journey (Non-F)

• Monday, September 5. 7:00 p.m. “University of
Akron Steel Drum Band Concert”

• Jessica Shattuck, The Women in the Castle
• Danielle Steel, Finding Ashley (New 2021)

• Saturday, September 10, 3:00 & 7:00 p.m. “The
Adirondacks”

• Scott Turow, Reversible Errors

• Saturday, September 17, 3:00 & 7:00 p.m. “The
West is Burning” – Feature Documentary

Mason Public Library Outreach
Friday, September 2, 10:00 a.m. 			
Please remember to turn in your used books to the
craft room for pick up.

• Saturday, September 24, 7:00 p.m. Community
Movie: “Elvis” (new release) starring Tom Hanks
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You Never Know

BY RUTH ODOR,
GARDEN APARTMENT
RESIDENT

N OTHIN G B UT T R E E S
Every year a friend, who was also a widow, and I
traveled on a motor coach trip to somewhere in
the US or Canada. One year it was a trip far up into
Ontario. Part of the trip was a four-hour train ride
through the Canadian wilderness. It was indeed a
wilderness, with nothing but trees on either side.
We saw only dense, green forests, rugged wetlands,
rivers, and a lake now and then.
Our fellow travelers complained, “Nothing but trees.
Nothing but trees.” Betty and I, however, enjoyed the
trees, trying to identify the different kinds. Poplar,
birch, balsam, fir, spruce, and tamarack (sometimes
referred to as larch). Betty liked the tamarack best
and wished that she could take one home for her
next Christmas tree. My favorite was the birches with
their tall, white trunks. I was reminded of Robert
Frost’s poem about birches, beginning with “I’d like to
go by climbing a birch tree, and climb black branches
up a snow-white trunk toward heaven” and ending
with “One could do worse than be a swinger of
birches.”
The return trip was long and tiring. Our fellow
travelers dozed or slept. I think I heard some of
them muttering, “Nothing but trees.” Betty and I
discovered the dome car from which we had a great
view of the forests and lakes, and a gorgeous sunset
with colors seen behind the trees and in the sky
above. And then the evening star.
As we said goodbye to our tour director, we thanked
her for the lovely train ride. “You’re the only ones
who liked it, it seems,” she said. “Most people
complained that they saw nothing but trees.”
We appreciate the trees on the campus of our village.
Carefully spaced. Some with colored blooms in the

spring; others with the colors of autumn in the fall,
and laden with snow in the winter. Sometimes,
however, we think of our “trees” as trials, problems,
difficulties, cutting off the “sunlight” of our lives and
leaving only gloom. There seems to be only a dark
forest before us and we do not know where to turn.
Some of us are homesick, still missing the home and
friends left behind. Some are trying hard to adjust to
the new environment here. Then there are worries
about finances, health, children, loneliness. We can
see “nothing but trees.”
During those dark days I find myself humming a song
sung years ago and remembering the words as I look
out my window.
“The world is so beautiful,
More than all of my dreams.
And I know that all I want or need
Can be found at Jesus’ feet.”
Then light shines above my “forest”; the “trees”
disappear; and I know a calm assurance, peace, and
contentment in this world of mine, a world that holds
far more than “trees.”

The Christian Benevolent Association does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
ethnicity, sex, religion, age, qualified handicap or veteran status.

