The Village News
at MASON

A publication for the residents living in the friendly
community of The Christian Village at Mason.

April
2022

Fun Facts for April

April Fool’s Day: The term “All Fools” was probably meant as a deliberate stab at All Saints (November 1) and All
Souls (November 2) Day.
Although the origin of playing practical jokes and pranks on this day is hazy, many folklorists believe it may go
back to 16th-century France. At the time, New Year’s Day was March 25, with a full week of celebrating and
exchanging gifts until April 1 in 1582, the Gregorian calendar moved New Year’s Day to January 1. Those who
forgot or refused to honor the new calendar were teasingly called, “April Fool!”
What is Earth Day?													
Ever wonder how Earth Day began? The first Earth Day was held on April 22, 1970, when San Francisco activist
John McConell and Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson separately asked Americans to join in a grassroots
demonstration. Dealing with dangerously serious issues concerning toxic drinking water, air pollution and the
effects of pesticides, an impressive 20 million Americans – 10% of the population – ventured outdoors and
protested together.
President Richard Nixon led the nation in creating the Environmental Protection Agency, which followed with
successful laws including the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Endangered Species Act.
Today, not only is Earth Day a day meant to increase awareness of environmental problems, but it is also
becoming a popular time for many communities to gather together to clean up litter, plant trees, or simply reflect
on the beauty of nature.

Dog of the Month - Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, also simply called a Cavalier, is an athletic
attentive toy dog breed that embodies regal grace, a sweet temperament, and
adorable charm. They have a lavish history as companions and lap dogs to
British royalty and noblemen. However, these playful dogs adapt to a variety of
environments and interact well with children and other dogs.
Additionally, they easily acclimate to either active or more sedate lifestyles (and
owners). Cavaliers come in a variety of color combinations, including black and
tan, black and white, and ruby, and they tend to have tan markings. These smart,
gentle dogs are eager to please, are easily trained, and make superb therapy
dogs because they excel at obedience and awareness of their owners.
Due to their hunting instincts, they should be kept on a leash, as they might not
return when called once they are on the scent of something interesting.
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Birthdays, Celebrations and Updates
April
Birthdays

Grocery
Pickups

04-02 — Elaine Kennedy, Joe Raga

Please turn in one list per week to the Front Desk
(4 or 5 items). Due to increased number of lists
submitted each week and limited staff, you may
not get your groceries until Friday. We will try to
accommodate you in a timely manner.

04-04 — Ken Hastings, Jean Miller, Marilyn 			
		 Schwieterman
04-10 — Meredith Jansen
04-11 — Twila DuVall
information
is for
04-12 — PatriciaThis
Anson,
Shirley Schira
The
Christian Village at Mason
04-15 — Dee
Bartholme
residents.
04-17 — Thelma Luttrell

Please give the list and money to the Front Desk or
call Transportation at (513) 703-3415.

04-20 — Millie Volungis

CVM Transportation

04-21 — Helen Anthony
04-22 — Dolores Yates
04-23 — MaryEllen Bagamery

Transportation services are available to all residents.
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

04-24 — Anna Hanna, Bob Kovalak, Robert Mai

*Concierge Cards - $30 for 12 round trips
For errand (non-medical) trips within 5 miles. 		

April
Anniversaries

*Appointments by Mile or Hour			
For medical appointments or other trips that would
not qualify as a concierge trip.

04-01 — Phil & Eulah Rausch
04-18 — Dick & Joanne
Biedinger,isChuck
This information
for & Mary 		
Christian Village at Mason residents.
		 TheAbbott

• $2.50/mile from drop-off and pick-up

04-30 — Sam & Nancy Samendinger

Scheduling Transportation 				
Call 701-3415 to schedule an appointment

• $35/hour for the driver to stay with you

RESIDENT UPDATES
Lowell & Sandy
Pete Metzger
353 is
Village
This information
for Drive
Bowie

Village Clinic Hours - 7169 Village Drive
Monday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Contact the Queen City Skilled Nurses for any medical
issues.

The Christian
Mason
residents.
701-3353
7358 Leisure
Lane Village at(513)
(513) 466-8176

Trish Ford, RN (513) 659-8494
Lauren Hamilton, LPN (513) 439-5582
Diane Reed, RN Home Care Coordinator (513) 314-0562

If we have missed your birthday or
anniversary or have the wrong date, please
call the Front Desk at (513) 398-1486.
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Chaplain’s Corner

BY CHAPLAIN DAVID RAY
Stone Center Worship
Welcome the Easter season through worship at 10:15
am each Sunday in our beautiful Stone Center. Come
early for fellowship in the Gathering Place or view the
service on CVC TV. Upcoming sermons will include:

Easter Sunrise

April 3 		

Dirty Feet (Around a Holy Table)

My first ministry was in the hills of East Tennessee. In
that little mountain community, every Easter, all the area
churches would come together for a Sunrise Service.

April 10
		

Palm Sunday: “Holy Saturday” (Dark 		
Night of the Soul)

April 17		
Easter: “First Witness” (Mary 			
		Magdalene)

We rose well before dawn, dressed in our Easter
finest, and drove in pitch dark to one of the town’s
higher elevations: Evergreen Cemetery. To reach the
knoll where we always gathered, you had to weave
your way through row-upon-row of death’s reminders,
time-worn stones etched with familiar names of family,
friends, and neighbors. Yet on this day, everything was
transformed into a wonderful sanctuary of life.

Believe! (Thomas)

May 1

Restored (Peter)

Beginning & Listening
I am enjoying my beginning as your new chaplain. The
welcome has been very gracious. One thing you will
discover about me is that I love stories. Especially your
story. A first conversation will almost always include
me inviting you to tell me about yourself: where life has
taken you, what dreams you still have for the future,
and how God has gifted you to serve. I’m also planning
some special “listening sessions”—times when a small
group can gather with me to talk about spiritual needs
and dreams for our Village community.

Morning dew would usually be on the grass, leaving
its tiny pearls on shiny patent leather shoes. Or
sometimes, we’d hear the soft crunch of frost under
our feet. Little girls in thin Easter dresses would shiver,
while a brass quartet would warm our hearts. We sang
the same hymns year after year: “Up from the Grave
He Arose” and “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.” But no
song of hope ever gets boring when you are longing
for the dawn.

Finally, I am thankful for Tom Moll’s near decade of fine
leadership. He has been a long-time friend and will
continue to be a valuable resource of counsel for me.

Some memories do not fade. Seeing the sun rise above
the tombstones, Easter’s welcome reveille. Though
I often thought, who but a bunch of Christians would
ever think of having a celebration in a cemetery?

Contact Information

Accessibility
We are working to make sure everyone coming has
ease of access within the new Stone Center, especially
those in wheelchairs or on scooters. You will find
special open spaces for seating in the chapel, and we
are adding hosts to help you navigate comfortably at
both entry ways and restroom areas.

April 24

To reach the chaplain with any need: Email david.ray@
christianvillages.org, Office (513) 701-3406, Cell (513)
218-6548, or stop by our office near the Stone Center.
In Memory of: Lloyd Bradshaw, Sue Dinning, Carol
This information is for
Evans,The
Ruth
Feirtag,
Mary Leung,
Anitaresidents.
McMillan, Ray
Christian Village
at Mason
Wilson
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Social Services

BY HEATHER CARTER, LSW, DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES
File of Life

Driver Information
Please remember to keep your vehicle information up
to date. We keep a data base of residents’ vehicles
for safety purposes. If you have a newer vehicle and
have not updated your information, please stop by
the reception desk for a vehicle information form.
Campus residents are encouraged to place a CVM
decal in their vehicles. These are available in the
Social Service office or by calling Heather Carter at
(513) 701-3403.

The File of Life is an important document for you
to keep updated with your medical condition as
well as emergency contact. The City of Mason
Paramedics and other surrounding units that respond
to an emergency at your residence will look for
this document. We had a recent situation in which
911 was contacted and the medics were not able
to find the File of Life. This may cause a delay in
notification to your emergency contact and at times,
not knowing your health status, could lead to a delay
in proper treatment. Please be sure to complete
this document if you have not done so. It is also
important to keep the document up to date, with
changes in medications, new medical diagnosis or
change of phone number for your emergency contact.
The File of Life forms are a duplicate copy form. A
copy should be kept in the magnetic pouch on your
refrigerator. The bottom, or yellow copy, should be
provided to the Social Service office. Blank copies
can be picked up from the receptionist or in the Social
Service office. During this time of restricted visitation,
if you need a new File of Life or magnet, we would be
happy to deliver it to you. Garden Apartment residents
are not required to complete a File of Life. If you have
any questions or need copies of the File of Life or
magnetic pouch, please call (513) 701-3403.

Village Clinic
Trish Ford or Lauren Hamilton are the nurses that
provide services in the Village Clinic, offered by
Queen City Skilled Care. Feel free to stop by the
clinic during Clinic hours Monday – Friday 		
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. to say hello.

Audiologist
Hear All Hearing is here the 1st Friday of each month.
The audiologist will see residents in the Fitness
Center classroom. Please call Mary Brown at (513)
701-3423 to schedule an appointment time.
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The Well

BY KYRA SCHROER, DIRECTOR OF FITNESS & WELLNESS
RFC Schedule
Monday - Friday: 8:00-10:00 a.m.,
1:00-3:30 p.m.
The RFC is open to residents of Garden
Apartments and Garden Homes by appointment
only (subject to change). Please check CVC TV for
any changes to these hours.

Friends and Fellowship through Fitness

Heart Mini Event
The 45th annual Heart Mini was held downtown on Sunday 3/13 and the event has raised $2.8 million toward
the $3.3 million goal. Our indoor Heart Mini event will begin on Friday 4/8 at 2:15 pm for residents and staff.
There will be a short and festive course through the main building with cheerleaders and healthy treats along
the way. The outside event will be Saturday 4/9 on our beautiful campus. Here are the details for Saturday:
• 10:30 am meet at the Gazebo
• Joyce Drake will lead our walk in her golf cart (willing to pick up anyone struggling on the course)
• Course will be the main streets of the village ending by the lake with refreshments and fellowship
The Chickadee cul-de-sac had some wonderful cheerleaders supporting our team for previous walk events. Are
there any other cul-de-sacs that would like to compete for the most supportive street? It would also be great
to have a cheer squad on the front porch of the main building and on apartment porches visible from the main
streets.
If you’d like to walk with us and can let me know in advance that would help with planning, but if you decide
day of to join us, please know you are welcome. If you can only walk part of the course that is fine, there are
benches along the way to rest. We will have a donation box at the finish line and any amount (cash or check
made payable to The American Heart Association) is appreciated and will be applied to our team goal of $2,000.
Upon request, I will email the link for The Christian Village at Mason team if you’d like to use a credit card or
invite family and friends to donate. Since the actual event
day was in March it is no longer possible to sign up as a
walker online, but donations are still accepted.
As of this writing we’ve raised $475 for The American
Heart Association and have 11 residents walking. The El
Caporal food truck (Mexican food from local restaurant)
will be here Tuesday 4/5 from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. at the picnic
shelter and will donate 10% of sales to our team. You
may recall that they were here prior to our Walk to End
Alzheimer’s in the fall and donated $150 from sales made
here in the village. Looking forward to coming together to
do good- we are truly Better Together.
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Auxiliary & Resident Organization News
Kroger Community Rewards
By Pat Wilson #1 (513) 234-0982
Kroger Community Rewards is an Auxiliary fundraiser.
The money is used to purchase items for the benefit
of all residents. While Covid has been an issue, the
Auxiliary purchases seem more beneficial to nursing
residents. Keep in mind Garden Home residents also
benefit when the need arises for nursing care. As
restrictions are lifted there will be greater benefits for
Garden Home residents, once again.
Just a small sampling of the items the Auxiliary
has purchased in the past: vision impaired clocks,
animatronic pets, Grandparents Day Bash (a block
party event) for all residents and families, summer
carnival for nursing residents and families, and
entertainment.

Town Hall Meeting
The first of two resident Town Hall meetings for 2022
is scheduled for Thursday, April 14th. It will be aired
on CVC TV at 2:00 p.m. This Town Hall meeting will
again be virtual, and residents are encouraged to
attend via our community video feed. Larry Monroe
will provide updates on our financial year end 2021
and things planned for 2022.
In addition to his planned meeting agenda, Mr.
Monroe will also answer resident questions that
are signed and submitted to the Village Center
front desk by close of business day on April
8th. Town Hall meetings are planned in support
of the administration’s objective of enhancing
communication between management at CVM and
our residents.

Hiking Club
There has been a growing interest in residents
requesting an opportunity to start up a hiking group.
The purpose of the group is to provide a way for
meeting fun people who love the outdoors. Some
areas for hiking would include Sharon Woods Park,
Cincinnati Nature Center, Winton Woods Park etc.
Our first meeting is Thursday, April 28 at 1:00 p.m.
We will meet at the picnic shelter. Transportation will
be provided.

The second Town Hall meeting for 2022 is scheduled
for August 18, also at 2:00 p.m. Please mark your
calendar to save these dates!
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Auxiliary & Resident Organization News
El Caporal Food Truck

Library News

Enjoy a delicious
Mexican lunch while
helping us reach our
Heart Mini fundraising
goal! The El Caporal
food truck (Mexican
food from a local restaurant) will be here Tuesday,
April 5th, from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. at the picnic shelter and
will donate 10% of sales to our team.

By Mary Ann Watrous
February/March 2022 Additions:
• David Baldacci, Split Second
• C. J. Box, Shadow’s Reel (New)
• Sandra Brown, Tailspin
• Colleen Coble, A Stranger’s Game
• Lisa Gardner, Right Behind You
• Elizabeth George, A Suitable Vengeance,
Something to Hide

CVC TV Weekend Schedule

• Alan Hlad, The Long Flight Home (LP)

• Saturday, April 2, 3:00 & 7:00 p.m., “Wild
Mongolia- Secrets of Nature”

• Brad Meltzer, The Escape Artist

• Saturday, April 9, 3:00 & 7:00 p.m., “Escape
from the Amazon - I Shouldn’t Be Alive”

• Michael Palmer, The Last Surgeon (LP)

• Saturday, April 16, 7:00 p.m., “Handel’s
Messiah – The Tabernacle Choir &
Orchestra”

• James Patterson/Bill Clinton, The President’s
Daughter (New)

• Denise Nicholas, Freshwater Road
• James Patterson, Unsolved, Hush

• James Patterson/Dolly Parton, Run Rose Run (New)

• Sunday, April 17, 7:00 p.m., “Handel’s
Messiah – The Tabernacle Choir &
Orchestra” (repeat)

• Daniel Silva, The Black Widow
• Danielle Steel, Past Perfect, Invisible (New), High
Stakes (New)

• Saturday April 23, 7:00 p.m. “West Side
Story” (latest version)

• Jacqueline Winspear, Maisie Dobbs, Birds of a
Feather, Pardonable Lies, Messenger of Truth,
An Incomplete Revenge, Among the Mad, The
Mapping of Love and Death, A Lesson in Secrets,
Elegy for Eddie, Leaving Everything Most Loved, A
Dangerous Place, Journey to Munich, In This Grave
Hour, To Die But Once This is a numbered series!

• Wednesday, April 27, 7:00 p.m., “West Side
Story” (latest version)
• Saturday, April 30, 3:00 & &7:00 p.m.,
“Beary Tales- An Unusual Nature Fairytale”
(Nature Documentary)

Mason Public Library Outreach
Friday, April 1, 10:00 a.m.
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You Never Know

BY RUTH ODOR,
GARDEN APARTMENT
RESIDENT

WH AT CAN YOU D O WIT H A MO UN TA IN ?
How I loved the view of the mountain from my
back porch and my bedroom window when we
lived in western Virginia. I never tired of looking at
mountains, snow-clad in winter, blossoming forth
with green, glowing with the colors of autumn. A
mountain never ceases to remind me of the majesty
and steadfastness of God.
Mountains are often used as symbols of troubles,
trials, seemingly impossible tasks. “Got any
mountains you can’t tunnel through?” “Climb every
mountain . . . ‘til you find your dream.”
“What can you do with a mountain?” a woman in
Tennessee once asked me. She was referring to the
fact that their farm consisted chiefly of a barren
mountain with no good pastureland or tillable soil.
Often that question crosses my mind (symbolically,
not literally) when the “mountain” is a trouble, a trial,
or a seemingly impossible task. What can you do with
a “mountain”?
You can climb it! Step by step, a little at a time, higher
and higher, not without labor and struggle and
perseverance. And at last, the top!

What can you do with a “mountain”? You can pray as
Caleb did, “Now, therefore, give me this mountain.”
And with God’s help, climb it.
What can you do with a mountain? You can
appreciate it. In the autumn people drive for miles
and miles to see the beauty of the mountains, the
red and gold of leaves against a blue October sky.
Each spring, when we lived in the mountains, we
were amazed when those brown, barren mountains
turned to green with the white of dogwoods and the
fuchsia of redbuds here and there. We appreciate
the beauty of the mountains. They stand steadfastly,
silently, those vast stretches of land perpendicular to
the earth, uninhabited, undisturbed by man.
Can we truly appreciate life’s “mountains”? We can
count troubles and trials as blessings when they help
us to grow. They require us to exercise spiritually.
They help us to climb upward, nearer to God, and to
rely more heavily upon Him.

Once our family and another family who were
very close friends climbed a mountain. Two sets of
parents and five children. We prepared for the hike
with walking shoes, backpacks of food and water,
even a snakebite kit. For hours we climbed up the
winding trail--panting for breath, stopping to rest,
sometimes using a stick as a cane. At times the trail
seemed too steep; we wondered if we would ever
get to the top; often we were tempted to turn back.
Then--oh the beauty at the top! Blue sky above,
valley below! And the victory, the feeling of conquest!
We had climbed our mountain!

What can you do with a mountain? You can remove
it. I have seen a mountain literally removed. I
watched heavy machinery take it down day by day.
Now where once that mountain stood is a level
plain on which sit a hospital and a shopping center.
Removing a mountain is not easy. It requires money,
time, work, a vision, and faith that the task can be
accomplished. Remember that Jesus once said, “If
you have faith as small as a grain of mustard seed,
you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there,’ and it will move” (Matthew 17: 20, 21). With
prayer and faith many of life’s “mountains” can
be removed. Not always, not all of them; some
require climbing. But a vision, persistence, hard
work can result in the achievement of the seemingly
impossible task.

And so, it can be with life’s “mountains.” Problems
can be solved. Trials can be endured. Seemingly
impossible tasks can be accomplished. With patience,
persistence, pressing on. And with the help of God.

What can you do with a “mountain”? Maybe you can
remove it. Maybe you can appreciate it. Maybe you
can climb it. Maybe all you can do is learn how to live
with it.

The Christian Benevolent Association does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
ethnicity, sex, religion, age, qualified handicap or veteran status.

