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A Message from Your Management Team
Who among us imagined when COVID-19 began 
that this journey would take us well into 2021?  We 
are optimistic and hopeful that vaccinations will 
soon return us to more normalcy of life, but in the 
meantime, we are realistic in our belief that mask 
wearing, and limitations will continue to be a part of 
our lives for the foreseeable future.

The pandemic has impacted our entire community, 
especially in the healthcare center.  We have been 
laser focused on infection prevention and safety 
for the most at-risk in our care, those living in our 
congregant living and institutionalized care settings.  
Resources have been invested on safety for all 
and staffing.  I am extraordinarily proud of our team 
and the job they have done to keep everyone safe.  
However, we realize that one of the unexpected 
results of this focus on healthcare residents is that 
others in our community, such as our Garden Home 
residents, may feel isolated from what is going on. 

Interactions and communications that before the 
pandemic took place in Garden Home Council 
meetings ceased as group meetings and access 
to the healthcare center was suspended and 
management attention necessarily was directed to 
preservation, safety, regulations, protocols, healthcare 
governance, and life and death issues, again, primarily 
in our healthcare center. 

Your management team recognizes that as this 
pandemic continues, we can and must do a better job 
communicating to our entire community.  Therefore, 
we have made a commitment to begin regular 
televised operational updates at the conclusion of 
our COVID-19 televised reports which take place 
on Channel 1851 the first and third Monday of each 
month.  This will include reports from Bob Slade on 
operations and Lizz Stephens on Garden Home sales 
and marketing.  These televised updates will continue 
until we see significant reduction in COVID-19 
restrictions and a return to resident Council meetings.

Flower of the Month
Most people think of the rose as the traditional Valentine’s Day Flower, 
but it’s time to set the record straight-it’s actually the violet!  According 
to legend, the Christian priest St. Valentine (who was imprisoned by the 
Romans) used ink made from crushed violet blossoms that grew outside 
his prison cell to write notes of love and friendship.  Violets represent 
faithfulness and the return of affection.  If you dream of violets, you will be 
successful and advance in life.

Violet
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Birthdays, Celebrations and Updates 

February   
Birthdays

02-01 — Ann Blankenhorn, George Breuer, Mary   
    VanOsdol

02-03 — Jake Stap

02-04 — Thelma Wright

02-05 — Lois Breeden, Sally Hunter, Joann Raga,   
     Edna Walker

02-08 — Dianne Schneider

02-10 — Elaine Hall

02-11 — Bill Miller

02-14 — Gerri Henderson

02-15 — Willadene Graham, Mary LaBonde

02-17 — Shirley Russell

02-20 — Ida Crouse, Jensen Wang

02-21 — Darlene Lindsay

02-24 — Jinnie Helm

02-26 — Lee Hamilton, Gerry Triplett

02-27 — Lloyd Bradshaw, Barry Harrison, Mae   
    Stephens

February  
Anniversaries

02-07 — Bob & Lila Ransdell, Buzz & Anne Dorward

02-27 — Bob & Carolyn Kovalak

If we have missed your birthday or 
anniversary or have the wrong date, please 
call the Front Desk at (513) 398-1486.

Transportation services are available to all CVM 
residents. Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Concierge Cards - $25 for 12 round trips
For errand (non-medical) trips within 5 miles.   

Appointments by Mile or Hour   
For medical appointments or other trips that would 
not qualify as a concierge trip.

• $2.00/mile from drop-off and pick-up

• $25/hour for the driver to stay with you 

Scheduling Transportation     
Call 701-3415 to schedule an appointment

CVM Transportation

Grocery  
Pickups

Please turn in one list per week into the Front Desk 
(4 or 5 items).  Due to increased number of lists 
submitted each week and limited staff, you may 
not get your groceries until Friday.  We will try to 
accommodate you in a timely manner. Please give list 
and money to the Front Desk or call Transportation 
at (513) 703-3415.

RESIDENT UPDATES
June Borgmann 
7354 Village Drive

(513) 204-5514

Lee Hamilton 
7066 Crescent Drive

(513) 492-9280

Shelva Kohler 
302 Village Drive 

Chaplain’s Corner 
BY CHAPLAIN TOM MOLL

Worship Services
Since love and appreciation for those we love are 
emphasized in February, our sermon topics will focus 
on how we can strengthen and deepen relationships:

• February 6 What Ever Happened to Joy

• February 13 Building Each Other Up

• February 20  Recipe for Friendship

• February 27  Talk to the Lord About Your Friends  

Join us at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday morning on 
Channel 1851.  Listen to hymns, observe the Lord’s 
Supper, and study God’s Word. At this time, 10 Garden 
Apartment residents are allowed to attend the service 
in person.

Continue to Pray the Village in 
2021!
Keep the constant chain of prayer going for our 
residents as the challenge to “Pray the Village” 
continues.  Dozens are praying for residents from 
apartment to apartment and garden home to garden 
home and from staff member to staff member.

“Pray the Village” by taking the directory and lifting 
up those who live and work here.  Pray for the 
Lord to meet physical and financial needs.  Pray for 
encouragement. Pray for healing.  Pray for comfort.  
Pray for strength.  Pray for people to feel the Lord’s 
presence.  Never underestimate the power of prayer!

February Bible Studies
Bible studies are held on the first and third Tuesdays 
at 9:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  February’s 
dates are February 2 and 16.  In-person attendance is 
open to Garden Apartment Residents only and group 
size is limited to ten.  The 9:30 a.m. study may be 
seen on Channel 1851.

Communion Sets Available
Remember that communion cups and wafer sets are 
available in the outer lobby on Fridays and Saturdays 
for pickup (or we will deliver to you).  

Offerings
Our weekly offerings continue to be a blessing to the 
ministries of CVC.  The Compassionate Care Fund and 
the Stone Center Building fund are directly impacted 
by what you give.  Thank you for your faithfulness in 
giving.

Are You Missing Gathering Together 
for Worship?
If you are, please know that you are not alone!  One of 
the hardest things about our current pandemic is that 
it has slammed the door on personal fellowship with 
other Christians.  Not being able to fellowship weekly 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ is very difficult.  

We are grateful for the technology that allows us to 
unite our hearts to worship together even when we 
are physically separated.  When you feel lonely or 
disconnected or discouraged, don’t hesitate to call 
me, leave a message on my phone at (513) 701-3406, 
or e-mail me at tom.moll@christianvillages.org.  We 
need each other now more than ever.

In Memory of: Alma “Clio” Adler, Dorothy Floyd, 
Donald Fruchtemeyer, Joy Ives, Pauline McMahan, 
Phyllis Wintzinger

This information is for                  
Christian Village at Mason residents.

This information is for                  
Christian Village at Mason residents.

This information is for                  
Christian Village at Mason residents.

This information is for                  
Christian Village at Mason residents.
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Social Services 
BY HEATHER CARTER, LSW, DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES

It Takes a Village
There is not a day that goes by, that I don’t see our 
residents out walking, chatting, or visiting with one 
another.  We check-in on each other and serve one 
another with true compassion.  Whether residents or 
neighbors have known each other for a few days or 
over many years, there is a pride among them, and 
they take care of and look after one another.  I often 
hear how grateful they are to live in such a caring 
community and to have neighbors that look out for 
their best interest.   

I would imagine that your neighbors or cul-de-sac 
have a special way to help watch out for each other.  
Even without daily contact, there are ways to keep an 
eye on each other’s safety. 

Do you watch for the front porch light to be turned on 
or off?  Do you watch for your neighbor’s blinds to be 
opened?  Maybe you notice that the garage door is 
open or the garbage cans weren’t put out or taken in.  

From my interactions with the residents on our 
campus, these are a few examples of ways our 
community serves and protect one another and helps 
maintain the well-being and safety for our community.  

As we continue into this new year, let’s keep in mind 
the spirit of community, compassion, and service to 
one another.  

Neighbors and friends looking out for one another is 
the exact picture I have when I think of our Village. 

Village Clinic
Good News! Queen City Skilled Home Care will 
resume staffing the Village Clinic beginning 2/16/2021. 
The clinic hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and on Tuesday and 
Thursday from 12:30-2:00 p.m.

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13
Sometimes I repeat this scripture verse over and over until I believe it again. Usually it is silently but sometimes I 
say it out loud. Strength has so many different definitions and physical strength is just one. Last month my article 
was titled “The Big Three” and strength exercises is one of those types along with flexibility and cardio. It is 
important to get all three but I’m going to focus on strength.

If you tune into Channel  1851 to watch my exercise program (weekdays 10:30 a.m.) you are aware that Tuesdays 
and Thursdays aren’t necessarily easier just because I remain in the chair for the full 30 minutes. Those days 
include more upper body and core exercises than the other weekdays. I am a big fan of upper body exercise 
and was able to use my strength to help my Dad when he needed help. It was pretty appropriate because he 
taught me to be strong and I am very grateful for his example.

I always encourage people to “make it your own”. You know your own body better than anyone so if something 
seems too easy there are ways to take it up a notch. Alternately, if something is too challenging then choosing a 
different exercise is the most appropriate response. A Garden Apartment resident told me that when I am doing 
the squat exercises (standing up and sitting down slowly in the chair) she does exercises that her therapist gave 
her then she rejoins what I’m doing. The important thing is she is consistent and making the time for exercise.

Last month’s newsletter included some flexibility exercises. This month I am also featuring an exercise that Pat 
Wilson #1 sent to me. I always advise people to not lift their arms up over their head if a doctor or therapist has 
told them not to or if there is any pain. I never know who is tuned into Channel 1851 so I need to repeat myself. 
The exercise that Pat provided is one that can strengthen the rotator cuff (group of muscles and tendons that 
surround the shoulder joint) which allows for more range of motion.

The Well
BY KYRA SCHROER, DIRECTOR OF FITNESS & WELLNESS

Rotator Cuff Strengthening:
Sitting or standing using one arm or both 
simultaneously

• Bend the elbow to 90 degrees and rest the 
elbow on your side with forearm/hand facing 
forward

• Keeping your elbow against your side, slowly 
rotate forearm/hand(s) out to side squeezing 
shoulder blades together (rolled towel 
under armpit or doing one arm at a time if 
necessary)

• Hold your position but not your breath for a 
few seconds then return to start position with 
your forearms/hands facing forward and your 
elbows on your side

• Repeat 8, 10, or 12 repetitions which equal 
one set. Rest 30 seconds between sets

February is Heart 
Health Month and on 
Friday, February 5th I’ll 
be wearing RED. Look 
for information about 
a Mini Heart Mini in 
the Village sometime 
in March. The Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s was so 
successful so let’s do it 
again for heart health!

Heart Health Month

Chuck Patterson, 
Garden Apartment 
Resident, stays 
“STRONG and SAFE”.
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Auxiliary News 
Your Auxiliary
By Buzz Dorward, President

The officers of the Mason Christian Village Auxiliary 
for 2021 were installed by Chaplain Tom Moll on 
January 5th.  Officers are Buzz Dorward, President, 
Beth Stratman, Secretary, John Van Osdol, 
Treasurer and Ed Stagney, Assistant Treasurer.  Don 
Fruechtemeyer, Vice President, was not sworn in and 
has since passed away.  Our prayers and sympathy 
go to his wife Trudy and their family. Don was a very 
faithful member of the auxiliary and most recently, 
along with Trudy, ran the Fall Flower sale in 2020.

A couple of reminders as we head into the new year.  
First, please consider becoming a member of the 
auxiliary and leave your dues, $3 for a single and $5 
for a couple, at the Front Desk.  Dues are good for the 
entire calendar year.

Second, I know it is hard to think of flowers during 
these cold days, but you don’t want to be ’‘left out 
in the cold” and not have placed your order for a 
beautiful plant(s) being sold only on a pre-order 
basis this year.  Look over the variety of plants on the 
brochure in the January issue of the Village News 
and get your check in the mail while it is fresh on your 
mind.  Come May, you will be happy you did.

Flowers?? Spring is in the air!
By The Black’s and The Spreen’s

While on my daily walk through the Village I have 
noticed many empty flowerpots. I can’t wait for all the 
flower orders to come in to turn these bare vases into 
beautiful cascades of blooms! The hanging baskets 
are easily transferred to a large flowerpot and then 
poof you have a large plant to enjoy at the beginning 
of May! Flower orders are due by Friday, February 
26. Just drop your order off in the foyer flower box or 
send to:

Bud & Donna Black      
7104 Crescent Drive Mason, OH 45040

Auxiliary Membership
By Herb Schneider

First of all I want to thank you for the initial response 
to our Auxiliary dues request in the January 
Newsletter! It was a good start and hopefully a 
continuing project.  Please keep those dues coming 
in.  If you have misplaced your application form, they 
are available at the Front Desk of the main building.  
Remember the small charge for dues is an important 
part of our fundraising.  

When things get back to normal some of these 
funds will be used to cover things like entertainment, 
Grandparents Day, etc.   They will always be used for 
the benefit of all residents.  Again, it is only $3.00 per 
single and $5.00 for a couple.  Thank you.

Kroger Community Rewards
By Pat Wilson #1

When you shop at Kroger, you could be earning 
rewards for Mason Christian Village Auxiliary at the 
same time you earn your rewards. The best part is 
that it’s free!

Just link your Kroger Plus card to Mason Christian 
Village Auxiliary    ID# UY336   and Kroger will 
automatically make a donation based upon your 
purchase totals. It doesn’t cost you a thing and 
doesn’t affect any other programs, including Fuel 
Rewards. Go to krogercommunityrewards.com to 
register your card.

Library News
By Mary Ann Watrous:

New Additions from Mid-December to Mid-January:

• Claire Amarti, The Silent Daughter
• C.J. Box, Savage Run
• Diane Chamberlain, Summer’s Child, The Midwife’s 

Confession
• Jennifer Chiaverini, Mrs. Grant and Madame Jule
• Lisa Jackson, You Betrayed Me
• Keely Brooke Keith, Uncharted Hope (LP)
• Susan Meissner, As Bright As Heaven
• Catherine Miller, The Day That Changed Everything
• Serena B. Miller, Love Finds You in Sugarcreek Ohio
• Janette Oke, Love’s Unending Legacy
• James Patterson, Deadly Cross
• Danielle Steel, A Good Woman

Mason Public Library Outreach  
Friday, February 5, 11:00 a.m.

Upcoming COVID-19 Survey
By Lizz Stephens

Residents or their responsible party will soon be 
invited to participate in a survey being conducted on 
behalf of Christian Village Communities by Holleran, 
an independent research firm.  This study focuses on 
our handling of and responsiveness to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  It is critical to our continuous improvement 
process and will provide a “benchmark” for future 
studies.  

• In early February, surveys will be mailed to residents 
or their responsible party.  

• Once the survey is completed it will be mailed 
directly to Holleran using the pre-addressed, 
postage-paid envelope that comes with the survey. 
Holleran will also provide their toll-free telephone 
number in the event there are questions.  Please 
direct all questions to Holleran.

• Your participation is voluntary, and your responses 
will be held in strict confidence by Holleran. A 
summary of the data will be returned in a report 
format for Christian Village Communities to 
review. While individual surveys and the names 
of respondents will not be shared with us, all 
comments will be reported. We encourage 
constructive feedback but ask that you refrain 
from including any identifying information in your 
comments. 

Our goal with this survey is to assess our handling 
of the epidemic by providing our residents or their 
responsible party with an opportunity to voice their 
opinions and ideas. Thank you in advance for taking 
the time to complete the survey. 

Resident Organization News



You Never Know BY RUTH ODOR, 
GARDEN APARTMENT  

RESIDENT

The Christian Benevolent Association does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
ethnicity, sex, religion, age, qualified handicap or veteran status.

I ’VE NEVER SEEN HIS FACE

I see many doctors over the course of a year--
my primary care doctor, foot doctor, eye doctor, 
orthopedic doctor, and dentist. One doctor I began 
seeing just after the beginning of the pandemic. 
Since he, of course, always wears a mask, I have 
never seen his face. He has black, curly hair, 
brown eyes, and a kind voice. I think that he is a 
handsome young man. I’ve been tempted to ask, 
“Would you remove your mask for just a minute so 
that I can see what you look like?” But I don’t ask 
him to break the rules.

None of us have seen the face of Christ. Oh we 
imagine what He looked like but, of course, we do 
not know. Artists have painted what they imagine 
to have been the face of Christ. The first picture 
we know of was done back in the eighth century. 
There was Hoffman’s popular portrait, and 
Sallman’s, and more recently Richard Hook’s.

From the Scriptures we know something about 
the face of our Lord when He walked upon this 
earth. There was gentleness, understanding, and 
kindness. There was solace for the sorrowing and 
forgiveness for the sinner. Once there was anger 
because of the way in which His Father’s temple 
was profaned. Surely Jesus smiled and laughed. 
Can you imagine His talking to the children 
without a smile on His face?

Once when I was an editor, I was severely criticized 
for letting an illustrator draw a picture of a smiling 
Jesus with the children. “He never smiled,” she 
said, “for He always had before Him the cross 
and all that He would suffer there.” I think that 
He smiled even though He knew what was before 
Him. The Scripture tells us of the times when He 
wept so we know that He was sad. Courage and

steadfastness were on His face as He set out for 
Jerusalem knowing what awaited Him there.

Fanny Crosby, the blind song writer, wrote: “And I 
shall see Him face to face and tell the story saved by 
grace.” As I grew up, I never liked the hymn “Face to 
Face.” It was often sung at funerals and I associated 
it with sadness and death. Only in recent years have 
I learned to appreciate, “Face to face I shall behold 
Him, far beyond the starry sky. Face to face in all His 
glory, I shall see Him by and by.”

So, we give our lives to this One whose face we 
have yet to see. We give Him our love; we follow in 
His ways; we try to be like Him; and we sing, “Turn 
your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in His wonderful 
face.”

I may never see the face of my doctor. But I will see 
the face of my Christ. It is a promise. We read in 
John 3:21 that we shall see Him as He is. AS HE IS!

“Face to face I 
shall behold Him, 

far beyond the 
starry sky. Face 
to face in all His 
glory, I shall see 
Him by and by”


